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Deep in the recesses of the hiding place of 
the future man, we find many nuclei for the 
development of hypotheses explanatory of 
his generation ; and, turn whatever way we 
please, many appear probable, with no other 
consequences following than the satisfaction, 
if such it is, that under our name a specula- 
tion has made its way into the business empo- 
rium of science, leaving no traces of being 
productive of dividends however small. We 
intend the former, and, in spite of Mephis- 
tophelian-laughter, with prospects for the 
latter. 

Imbedded in the ovarian stroma we find 
many little, truly glandular, apparati, the 
sacci ovi of GRAFE, the province of which is 
the secretion and preparation of one single 
cell, the material secreted containing all the 
constituents necessary for the formation of 
the cell; yes, even more: it contains the ele- 
ments of many cells, minus the plastic mate- 
tial necessary for the formation of ceil mem- 
branes and the liquid, which is to give shape 
to the organ soformed. Such is the ovum of 
the animal world. Ready to fulfill its office 
it springs from its boundaries and meets the 
spermatic fluid, and such is the attraction that 
the latter not only enters through the mem- 
brane of the ovum, but readily finds its way 
to the contents of the nucleus, the membrane 
of which breaks and innumerable nuclei are 





formed, which, following the general law of 
attraction, draw around themselves the granu- 
lar masses of the yelk, and being encircled by 
a membrane, formed in the space where the 
fluid has become void of the above-mentioned 
granules, by coagulation, the solubility rest- 
ing in the granules withdrawn, true organic 
cells are created, containing a part of the origi- 
pal nucleolus of the ovum ; the fluid of the nu- 
cleus consisting partly of the fluid of the origi- 
pal single ovum nucleus and partly of some 
of the sperm fluid. The contents of the cell 
proper are formed by the granules of the 
yelk, the fluids absorbed either from the albu- 
minoid substance (the white of eggs in birds) 
or from the secreting membrane of the uterus, 
prepared for that office, and part of the sperm 
fluid, the latter two of which also give origin 
to the cell membrane. 

The distinctive cell series find their origia 
in the quantitative change of the cell nucleo- 
lus which is not, as supposed, a solid unity, 
but a conglomerate of atomic eienients, which 
unite in certain numbers to form, not a fourth 
or a half, but two or three nucleoli; that is, a 
separation takes place when double or treble 
the number of atomic elements are present, 
and these find their way into tbe nucleus by 
absorption from the cell contents. 

As soon as the division has taken place 
each nucleolus, for itself, draws around itself 
by the power of attraction and of rotary mo- 
tion the product of heat spent in the body, a 
part of the contents of the nucleus causing 
at the point intermediate an empty space, 
which, following an universal law, causes the 
membranes of the nucleus to contract and 
adhere; at the same moment the two new- 
formed nuclei separate and compel the fluid 
contents of the cell to conform to the same 
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laws that created the nucleus; the dividing 
membrane, which in this case consists of a 
precipitate between the two central masses, 
being of the same material as the external 
wall of either cell, is formed by the chemical 
influence of the material which is the peri- 
pheral layer of the sphere ; and as the com- 
mon law would warrant, the lightest of the 
components, in this case the liqud fat, pre- 
sents, as well known, in all cells what is neces- 
sary for cell formation. This fat coming in 
contact with the fluid, which is treed from all 
the materials (granules et cetera) that would 
prevent chemical reaction or affivity, causes 
the fibro-albuminoid fluid, at the moment it 
lubricates the sphere to coagulate, thus form- 
ing a natural boundary for the now completed 
’ organic cell. 

(May not this intra-pheripheral layer of fat 
be the true cause of the interchange of oxy- 
gen and carbonic acid, thus explaining this 
physiological phenomenon and giving an ex- 
planation to the idea, cur own, that oxygen 
enters from the arterial capillary,and carbonic 
acid finds its exit from the venous capillary ; 
both being accompanied by the fuod and de- 
bris of the cell, the oxygenized cell-wall con- 
trolling the inyress, and the carbonized cell- 
membrane—this being opposite the other— 
the egress of matter ?) 


Thus the same laws that gave origin to the 
earth, and caused its center to be more mass- 
ive and heavy; the same hand that permits, 
by the same laws, the superficial accumulation 

. of material upon the globe, is active and good 

for the smallest spheres—the cells—forming 
-the master-piece of the universe’s architect— 
(man. 

That life exists can be demonstrated only 
4ahrough the manifestations of life; which, in 
all the animate creations, consists of three 
characteristic phenomena, namely: 1. SELF- 
MOTION; .2. SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS (inherent 
feelivg); and3. SELF-PRESERVATION. We 
venture to say that this assertion is strictly 
true, not only tor the animal world, but also 
for the vegetable kingdom, both presenting 
these tokens of life to the observer. 

Atcannot be-the province of the writer for 
a strictly scientific journal to fall into poetic 
phantasies, ner is he.expected to give an ex- 
planation te all his .statements, until any 
party, of course withthe intention of favor- 
ing science, shall bring strong proof of doubt 
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as to the validity of such aseertions. A jour. 
nal should be the place for statements, and not 
for long dissertations upon the subject, both 
to the loss of the reader and the writer, but it 
should he the home for contradictions based 
upon demonstrabie facts. (The Carson-Spy- 
der controversy for example.) Such has been 
the domain of the MEDICAL AND SuRGICAL 
REPORTER, and the above cannot be taken as 
a lecture upon the requirements of a journal, 
but is to be a simple excuse, if we pass over 
to facts ourselves, without the long train of 
logical conclusions demonstrating such facts 
to others. 

The newly formed cell, having all the attri. 
butes characteristic of the same, minus a def. 
ciency) ia quantity, strives, goverved by the 
Jaw of equilibrium, to remedy such fault, by 
absorbing from the surrounding fluids matter 
which stands in chemical and physical reiation 
to the cell contents; this constitutes dilation 
of the cell, the first independent act of the 
living structure; this is followed as a natural 
consequence by contraction, provided the cell- 
membrane is built of elastic material, which, 
no doubt, is the case. If the dilation is fol- 
lowed by absorption of matter, the contrac- 
tion must be followed by excretion of material, 
Dilation and contraction are the only motions 
of cells, whether it be a sperm-cell or a female 
ovum ; the cell of a blacksmith’s deltoid, or the 
cell of the leaf of the noli-me-tangere. 

blease to observe that the nerve-cells are 
subject to the same law, and readily admit 
and give off materials: the former consisting 
of nu ritive particles; the latter of excretory 
matter, to serve again its part in the economy 
of the body, which may be, in this instance, 8 
fluid irritant, causing the cell-walls with which 
it comes in contact to-coniract, or have the 


same effect, when some of i’ has entered the ’ 


organ. The latter seems to be more plausible, 
as all tbe cells, of whatever description, ex- 
cepting those that have as-umed the condition 
of rest (bone-cells), contract aud dilate at the 
same time, establishing thus a rythmical me 
tion, provided the individual organs are not 
interfered with, by which we understand not 
a certain machine performing a specific fune 
tion, but a series of cells alike in every re 
spect. It is well known that under such cit 
cumstances other structures sympathize with 
the one interfered with. Is this not a satis: 
factory explanation of the formation of the 
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pulse and its irregularities ? The pulsation of 
the venons blood is surely the same as that 
of the arterial system, and would be as plainly 
manifested if it flowed from larger vessels in- 
to smaller ones, like the arterial blood; the 
impulse is certainly given by the rythmical 
coutraction and dilation of all the cells of the 
body, even those of the vessels themselves. 


That the feeling or self-consciousness of the 
cells is a part of their individual character and 
not the product of a special set of organs, or 
cells, is proven by the fact that other materi- 
als than nerve matter, are capable of demon- 
strating the subjectivity of each cell. How 
will any one explain the fact that the sperma- 
toz.on can be caused to increase and decrease 
its rythms of motion, to the option of the 
operator, by materials having no analogy 
with nerves or nerve matter? Again, who 
will explain the motion of the peripheral cells 
of the fetus and those of its heart, either of 
which have no sign of nerves, by the influence 
ofnerveforce ? We cav-not be made to find the 
products of a force in, or emanating from, a 
cell, if that attr.bute does not exist in the 
structure, but can well realize its manifesta- 
tions when existing in the organ, being called 
forth by influences foreign to it. We are told 
that flowers have no nerves however diminu- 
tive ; whence do they derive their power of 
self consciousness, or feeling, which has been 
demonstrated to exist ? 


A row or mass of cells being formed and 
dilating and contracting will, through the 
fluids absorbed and excreted, give the fluids 
surrounding them an impulse of motion 
governed by the attraction toward them and 
the expulsion from them ; thus the nutritive 
fluid is drawn toward the periphery and the 
execretions, mingling with the advancing fluid, 
are sent from the periphery. The nutritive 
fluid gliding along the cells will coat the same, 
not like glue does wood, but leaving the pores 
of the cell walls open, caused by the dilation 
and contraction of the cells; thus natural 
channels are formed accomodating themselves 
tothe cells,as they happen to be grouped. 
These canals are the capillaries, existing prior 
to the-formation of the larger vessels, even 
before the heart mauifests its province asa 
whole organ. Could endosmosis ever accom- 
plish the same object and be fullowed by the 
same consequences? No, it could not even 
favor nutrition, doing justice to every cell. 
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Endosmosis may have an influence in regard 
to the kind of food absorbed by each cell com- 
plex, but never had, or will have, any control 
over the self-preservation of cells. This third 
act of life belongs to each individual cell, is 
part of its own character, and takes origin in 
the cell. 

We could extend this subject ad libitum et 
infinitum if space would permit, but choose to 
omit examples and further proof until occa: 
sion shal! arrive for their special observation, 
and close observing that the same trichotomy 
does not only exist in the physical but also in 
the psychical man. The food for psyche, de- 
rived through the conception of the senses, is 
assimilated through the analyzing power of 
understanding ; the product thought is incar- 
nated by reason. What upon the one side fs 
known as the real, is on the other the ideal, 
and in our scientific labors the solution of the 
materials take place, retrogressive metamor- 
phosis is completed, when the ideal is trang- 
planted into the real, ef vice versa. The former 
includes the manifestations of psychical life, 
the Jatter those of physical; but in both in- 
stance the three great landmarks of life are 
witnessed, namely: self-motion, conception, 
self-consciousness, knowledge, self-preserva- 
tion, and reason. 


The physiological condition of the cell is 
centered in its growth, its manifestations of 
mature life and the decline to which all or- 
ganic creatures are subject, the time for such 
changes being the true criterion for the regu- 
larity of these processes, and any divergency 
therefrom will, nay must, be witnessed by the 
derangement of motion, consciousness and 
preservation. Thus, true pathology com- 
mences at the time and place, when and 
where hea!thy condition ceases. This latter 
character lies in the cell only; is it not plain 
that the former must not be looked for else- 
where ? 

1. The nucleolus, or compound atomic unity 
may cease to be developed, or its attraction 
of its own kind so deficient, that as a conse- 
quence the cell will decay. 

2. Or its development may no more be in 
harmony with the laws governing its atomic 
composition, or molecular division, and then 
ahnormal growths will be the result, cancers, 
epitheliomata, etc. 

3. The contents of the cell may increase or 
decrease, caused by hyper or sub-nutrition, 
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thus giving rise to the long train of sthenic 
and asthenic diseases. 

4. They may change in composition and 
then give rise (a) to pathological deposits ; 
the tubercular matter, the cheesy formations, 
calcareous deposits, etc., or (6) liquefy, and thus 
favor absorption and death of the cell, or pre- 
pare the place for new formations, as fatty 
degeneration. But all these abnormalities 
must be governed by the cell membrane ; and 
‘observe that in this tissue no powers exist but 
the purely physical conditions, dilation and 
contraction, under control of self conscious- 
ness of the cell. As a matter of course, 
pathology must restrict itself upon the arrest 
of these functions. This interference with 
dilation and contraction may take origin : 


5. (a). In the cell by matiers admitted, of 
course, foreign to the cell contents. The 
diuretics, diaphoretics, cathartics, the astrin- 
gents (gallic acid), some sedatives, et cetera, 
will counteract this condition, are also dila- 
tors of the cell, sf in a contracted condition. 

(db). It may be affected externally by the con- 
dition of the blood, containing certain metals 
in solution, as iron, or the acids and acid salts 
which will favor contraction of tissue if a di- 
lated condition exist (cholera infantum, 
dropsy, hemorrhage, etc). 

_ (e). Lastly, this action may be arrested alto- 
gether either by the deposit of concrete mat- 
ter in the cell, as bone cells from cartilage 
cells or tuberculous cells from gland cells, or 
by externally acting influences, the caustics 
and acrid matters. 

Glancing over this synopsis of cellular pa- 
thology we will observe for treatment : 

1. Diseases upon which we look with dis- 
may, deploring our ignorance of pathologi- 
cal chemistry. These diseases belong to 
the physiologist, pathologist and chemist. 
(Tuberculosis.) 

2. Diseases which are cured by the knife, 
because physiological chemistry bas not ad- 
vanced far enough to doaway with such a 
crude substitute. These disorders belong to 
the physiologist and chemist, for they are 
only diversions from the physiological condition. 
(Carcinomata.) 

3. Diseases which are treated successfully 
by hygienic ordinances. These disorders 
belonz to the parents, the teachers, the public- 
lecturers. 

4. Diseases cured by remedies proper. This 





class of disorders is the one with which 
the practitioner will have to battle, and this 
alone would give him, if faithfully attended 
to, the right to be preéminently the scientific 
man, and opens a perfectly satisfying sphere 
for his good will. Indeed, this alone, when 
ratified, will stamp the name of gabble upon 
opinions too much held to do the profession 
any good, and even favored by the public 
press. (See MED.,AND SuRG. REPORTER, 
No. 4, 1872, editorial.) Making deductions 
from the physiological and pathological con- 
ditions herein enumerated, we observe at 
once that the therapeutic fact received favors 
in no manner the idea held, that medicines 
are of any benefit, the obscure origin (nature) 
of which is followed by no less mysterious 
consequences; but on the contrary, it bids 
fair to place the remedy where it belongs, 
in relation to the malady which it is to 
cure. 

We must again, as on page 489, vol. xxyv., 
MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER, declare, 
that no matter, under whatever name or po- 
tency it be administered, will become a reme- 
dy except it be the true specific, 7. ¢., changes 
the abnormality into the condition standard 
health would indicate. Again, on page 468, 
vol. xxiv... MEDICAL AND SURGICAL Rr. 
PORTER, we say that all medicines must come 
in contact with the cells upon which they are 
to exert their influence, either by combining 
with the contents of the cell, or acting through 
their own power, perhaps as foreign sub- 
stances, or chemically influencing the cell- 
walls as parts of the fluid surrounding them, 
and that such action must always center upon 
a certain amount of dilation or contraction of 
the cell-walls. 

(All sympathetic action being of course ex- 


cepted.) i i 
There are medicines that create diaphoresis, 


water; that excite hypersecretion of the sweat 
glands, tartar emetic; and some which affect 
other organs, will, by sympathy, produce dia- 
phoresis, opium. Which is the true remedy 
for non-secretion of sweat? Or, in other words, 
which is the specific diaphoretic ? 

Will any one venture to say that opium is 
not followed by a lessened secretion from the 
glandular apparati? Does not the experience 
of ages certify such action? How is it, that 
the secretion of the sweat glands flows abund- 
antly after its administration? An explan® 
tion we have tried to give on pages 478-61, 
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yol. xxiv, MEDICAL AND SuRGICAL ReE- 
PORTER. Tartar emetic is followed by the 
game consequences, minus the interference 
with other secretion? Where is the chemical 
analogy between the two? Where their thera- 
peutic equality? There is none. Yet they 
act in oue instance alike—they are both dia- 
phoretics. One of our honored teachers had 
a remedy belonging to the same order, but 
little known, though very effective ; we have 
reference to a dose of black bear. We assure 
the reader that the sweat will find abundant 
cause to flow without the assistance of opium, 
tartar emetic, or any other diaphoretic, when 
the above dose approaches to embrace the 
patient with all its potency. Both opium and 
black bear produce diaphoresis—the one by 
forcing the fluids of the body toward situations 
to which it is not capable of coming, the 
other by a paralysis of the central motor 
nerve plexus, etc.—but they are not the irue 
remedy, the true specific so long scorned at; 
this enters the cells of the glands and causes 
them to dilate, admitting thus more food and 
giving rise to greater cell-work ; consequently 
the products of cell-labor appear more pro- 
fusely. Diaphoresis is produced through the 


specific action of tartar emetic. Many such 
remedial fraternities could be cited, but when 
the cause of the friendship becomes clear, 
little will remain but a dependency of one 
upon the other. (Is it not the same in the 
world at large?) 


An old writer said: “‘Give me the exact 
atomic structure of rhubarb and ipecac., and 
I will tell you why rhubarb purges and ipecac. 
vomits.” We say, give us the physiological 
chemistry of the healthy cell—let us have an 
insight into the chemico-pathological changes 
of a cell, and we will place before you a large 
number of agents, specific remedies analogous 
with the physiological condition of, but an- 
tagonistic to, the pathological invasions upon 
the cell. 


We shall have received good dividends from 
our labor if we should only enlist our true 
friend of medical learning to give testimony 
to the fact, that he has in his power a specific 
for the abnormal condition of one peculiar set 
of cells, the skillful administration of which 
will avert a long train of serious consequen- 
ces. Then another step has been taken to 
establish a therapeutic science, “ 


Communications. 





159 


SUPPOSED CASES OF POISON BY THE 
AILANTHUS GLANDULOSUS, OR 
TREE OF HEAVEN. 

By G. K. Mescurer, M. D., 

Of Worcester, Pa. 

I was called to the family of Mr. K. about 
the middle of November. On my arrival I 
found Mrs. K., a woman past the turn of life, 
my patient. This woman’s own idea was that 
she bad dyspepsia, as she had been troubled 
with a weak stomach for many years. From 
this patient’s cachectic appearance I suspected 
some more serious disorder than that of a 
weak stomach. A dry and sallow skin; ac- 
celerated pulse; coated tongue; epigastric 
pain ; constipated bowels ; lumbar pain ; dif- 
ficult urination —these were her symptoms. I 
prescribed a bitter tonic and a diuretic. 
Several days afterward, on ny second visit, 
{found my patient no better; and now the 
youngest daughter,a girl st. twenty years, 
was complaining, the symptoms in this case 
being similar to those of the mother’s. This 
second patient, I was told then, bad not en- 
joyed her usual health for some time. On 
subsequent visits I found my patients getting 
worse ; vomiting supervened in both case-, 
with severe and persistent pain in the stomach. 
And now another daughter took sick, the 
phenomena in this latter case being similar in 
character to the others. 

I suspected poison of some kind the cause 
of this suffering; for all of this family were 
now sick save one, Mr. K. himseif; and he 
being a carpenter by trade, was absent from 
home much of his time. Here then were three 
sick women in one and the same family, with 
no difference in their symptoms save in degree, 
all getting worse ; and soon all of them were 
confined to their beds. The same disease at- 
tacked Mr. K. afterward, but he was never 
confined to his bed. All my efforts to discover 
a cause of this sickness were fruitless thus far. 
In reply to inquiries I was informed that they 
were getting their water at their neighbors, 
who were using the same water likewise for 
domestic use. A+ these patients’ symptoms 
were alike, I give the history of one of them 
somewhat more in detail. 

In the worst form the face presented a jaun- 
diced or dingy aspect, and in this hue the eye 
sympathized. In one case the countenance 
was fixed and anxious. The skin was dry. 
The pulse was frequent and soft, ranging froth 
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100 to 110 per minute. There was a slight 
coat, a yellowish fur on the tongue, save at 
the tip and edges, thus presenting the appear- 
ance ofa tongue that is cleansing. There was 
tenderness over the region of the liver, and 
in one case apparent enlargement of this or- 
gan. Bat the main cause of suffering was pain 
in the epigastric region, and persistent vomit- 
ing, this pain being paroxysmal in character, 
at times almost excruciatiny. Pain in the 
back was also a constant symptom. The urine 
was with difficulty voided in two of the cases, 
and the bowels obstisately constipated in all. 
I went to the family where the K’s. got their 
water. This family consists of four ladies. 
These women tell me they never drank water 
at their meals, always using infusions of tea 
or coffee, mostly coffee, and rarely drank any 
water at all. <A paradise tree, they told me, 
gave the water a bad taste. And this was 
particularly noticeable in summer, when the 
tree had shed blossoms on the ground. We 
discontinued the use of this water in the K. 
family, and from that very day the patients 
began to improve, and made good and com- 
paratively fast recoveries, almost without 
medicine ; while previous to that discontinu- 
ance, medicine or no medicine, they gradually 
got worse. The members of the K. family, 
I should have mentioned, never drank any- 
thing but water from said well. 


The cause of this disorder, then, I believe 
to have been water poisoned by the so-called 
paradise tree, tree of heaven, the ailanthus 
glandulosus of the botanists. In this opinion 
I am sustained by my friend Dr. I. F. Lam- 
BERT of Hatfield, who saw these patients with 
me. The roots of this tree are ramifying the 
groundin every direction around, if not in, the 
wel) ; its thick, awkward looking boughs reach 
over it; while in early summer the ground 
was literally covered with. blossoms around 
it. And frequently, they tell me, the peculiar 
bitter taste so characteristic of this tree was 
imparted to the water. It may be, too, in au. 
tumn and early winter, when the sap is mostly 
in the roots, that more of the poisonous 
properties are given up by the roots and thus 
imparted to the water than at any other sea- 
son of the year. 

I should have mentioned that this trouble 
came on very gradually io the K. family ; and 
that their neighbors who used of the same 
water were at times not exempt from like 
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complaints ; this-latter family, however, al- 
ways drank infusions, as I stated above. An 
iofusion of half a pint of the bark of this tree 
caused severe nausea in my own person. A 
horse tied to a Paradise tree will not touch it; 
and I have noticed also that cows will not eat 
the grass that grows near the sprouts that 
shoot up from the roots of this tree. Cattle 
will thus avoid it as they do Lobelia inflata. 

*Of the properties of this tree but little is 
known, it being introduced into this country 
during the present century as a merely orna- 
mental tree, and not for any valuable proper- 
ties. It is but briefly and incidentally noticed 
in the largest and most comprehensive works, 
Asa GRAY assigns to ailanthus a place among 
the Rutacea, to which the only native plants 
of the Middle States are zanthoxylon (the 
prickly ash or toothache tree); and Ptelea (the 
hop tree). Of this last he says: “ The odor 
of the flowers is disagreeable, but not so much 
as those of the Ailantbus glandulosus, whose 
flowers, are redolent of anything but airs from 
heaven.” LINDLEY, however, separates Zan- 
thoxylon from Rutacea, and has it in an order 
Zanthoxylon, which order is not given by 
Gray. 


The properties of these orders, as given hy 
LINDLEY, are: Of zanthoxylon, nearly 
all aromatic and pungent, Zauthoxyl, and 
prickly ash, are powerfully sudorific and 
diaphoretic, and remarkable for their power 
in exciting salivation, whether applied to 
the gums or taken internally. The Rutacea, 
anti-dysenterica; a plant of this order con- 
taius a poisonous principle, similar to that of 
strychnia, but twelve to sixteen times less en- 
ergetic. OfRutacea he says: ‘“‘ Their power- 
ful odor and bitterness characterizes them; 
they act principally upon the nerves.”’ Com 
mon pine and another species are said to 
be emmenagogue, anthelmintic and sudorific. 
The Ailanthus, therefore, seems to belong to 
orders of which some of the species have con- 
siderable effect on the human system. The 
species belonging to the same natural order 
are supposed or believed to be generally 
some what similar in their medicinal, salutary or 
poisonous properties, varying much in de- 
gree, but still having more or less of the gen- 
eral properties of the order. 





*[ am indebted to Dr. Hiram Corson, of Consho 
hocken, for information in regard to the history and bo: 
tanica! relations of this tree. 
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HospiTAL REpormTs, 


UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
Surgical Service of Prof. D. HarEs AGNEW. 


[REPORTED BY DE F. WILLARD, M. D.] 
Neuroma. 


Here is a woman who has been before the 
classes of this university upon several previous 
occasions, suffering from a disease similar to 
that which yousee upon herwrist. It isa tumor 
of the size ot a walnut, movable firm and 
dense, situated over the line of the ulnar nerve. 
This is now the sixth or seventh time that I 
have been called upon to remove these growths 
from various parts of her body ; and as they 
were all neuromata, it is but right to infer that 
this is the same. As the others were not ex- 
amined with the microscope I am unable to say 
whether they were true or fibro-neuromata. 
Theic multiple occurrence, together with the 
comparative freedom from pain, would indi- 
cate the latter, while on the other hand the 
regional recurrence would favor the idea of 
their being true neuromata. By a true neuro- 
ma. nerve tumor, I mean one which is composed 
entirely of nerve filaments, and one which is 
exceedingly painful. The best illustrations 
are the apparently fruitless attempts of nature 
at nerve regenera ion, seen in the club-shaped 
nodules in amputated stumps, so excessive} 
painful, and so often requiring excisiou. Sne 
proliferations would be similar in their object 
to the excess of callus in the healing of a boue. 

Fibromatous neuroma are more common, and 
consist partially of newly-formed nerve fila- 
ments, or of fibrous filaments in or upon the 
nerve trunk themselve«, and in fact most of 
the se-called neuromata are but fibro-neuro- 
mata, or possibly fibro-sarcomata. The fact 
that many of these tumors +how peculiar fine 
bundle-like filaments, well supplied with 
buclei, has often, no doubt, led to the idea 
that they were gray nerve-filaments. ~ 

In these tumors it is almost impossible to 
dissect off all the filaments which are often 
spread out over its sui face, aud it is frequently 
necessary to cut the nerve directly across and 
Tresect a portion. In some severe cases, where 
the tumor has been la: ge, and upon an import- 
ant nerve, as the sciatic, with great accompa- 
nying pain, it has even been recommended by 
surgeons that the limb be sacrificed. 

The cause and origin of these tumors is 
very obscure, local injury seeming frequently 
to play an important part. Yet this could 
not be the case in those instances where such 
bumbers exist, and where many different por- 
tions of the body are aff-cted. In these cases 
the cause seems to be constitutional, and the 
number of these little bodies may be very 
great, even reaching several hundred in asin- 
gle individual. 

The solitary and traumatic neuromata are 
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the most painful, the agony being sometimes 
most intense, especially if the tumor is pressed 


upon. 


There is a small form of these nerve tumors 
known as painful subcutaneous tubercles, 
which present themselves as little, hard lenti- 
cular koots along the lines of the nerves be- 
neath the skin. They seem to be the result 
ofa form of chronic inflammation, and often 
give rise to extreme pain, with exacerbations 
at changes of temperature, or under mental 
depressions. These are sufficiently common 
to render it our duty to search for them when- 
ever a case of neuralgia occurs whose canee is 
obscure, since their removal may be all-sufli- 
cient to effect its relief. Even epileptic con- 
vulsions are said to have ceased after their 
excieson. 


There are a'so the true neuromata found 
after amputations, and of which I have spo 
ken,which usually consist of bulbous expan- 
sions. A stump may be sensitive from a pe- 
culiar irritated condition of the nerves, either 
from such bulbous growths or from pressure 
upon the nerves by the cicatrix or other tis- 
sue, or from too scanty covering of the bone. 
When the enlarged uerves can be telt in the 
stump it is wise to lay it open, and excise 
the diseased portion ; but when there is no 
such enlargement, but simply a sensitive con- 
dition of the nerve itself,a reamputation is 
often the only means of cure. Even this 
may not be successful in some extreme cases, 

I now recall the instance of a patient 
who submitted to one or two re-ampuiations 
without any relief whatever. The pain was 
most excruciating and could only be relieved 
by hypodermic injections of morphia, a 
remedy which is open to the objection that 
it must eventually become a baveful habit, 
and necessitate immense doses to produce its 
therapeutical effect. I finally decided that 
ancther amputation would be useless, and ac- 
cordingly expos:d and dixsected out the axil- 
lary plexus. Fora few months I feared that 
even this would prove incfiectua’,but afterthat 
time the pain gradually subsided and I know 
that he is now entirely well. In any oprra- 
ton upon a nerve, you should inform your 
patievt beforehand that entire relief may 
rot immediately be experienced, but that 
pain will continue to a certain extent until 
the nerves have time to become quiescent, 
likejwaves after a storm. 


I will now again extirpate this growth for 
our patient, informing her, however, that 
there may be return either upon this ne:ve 
or some of the others. 


[The growth was now exposed by a straight 
inc.sion, and the nerve filaments slowly dissect- 
ed off the mass. the nerve itself not requiring 
cision. It proved to be a fibro neuroma. The ¢ x- 
wound was closed with wire interrupted sutu- 
res, and a dry lint Gressing applied. It healed 
quickly —DgF. W.] 
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Inverted Toe-nail, 


The next patient is a woman who is suffer- 
ing from an inverted toe-nail. The circum- 
ferential: tissues are red, indurated and in- 
flamed, while upon either side is a large cro 
of granulations. She has been a great suf- 
furer for many months, and itis evident that 
no improvement will take place while the of- 
fending cause remains, consequently it must 
be removed at once. In the commencement 
of this difficulty a cure may sometimes be af- 
fected by elevating the edges of the nail with 

ledgets of cotton, while the center is thinned 

y paring, but quite frequently this process 
proves ineffectual, and an operation becomes 
necessary. When granulations exist they 
may be pared off or sprinkled with red 
oxide of mercury or calomel. . The removal of 
a nai!, however, is not of serious import, since 
a@ tough skin soon forms, which is perfectly 
eompetent to sustain the future pressure, pro- 
vided the boots are properly constructed. The 
chief causes of this disease are tight shoes, 
high heels, and improper paring of the nails, 
which should always be cut square across, 
leaving the corners untouched. 

In operating, one side only may be removed, 
or the entire nail taken away, the latter being 
the preferable plan in the majority of cases. 

It is an exceedingly painful procedure, and 
should never be uudertaken without full an- 
gesthesia. When this is accomplished the 
handle of the scalpel will easily separate the 
nail from its lateral and inferior attachments, 
8o that it can be torn out by a pair of strong 
forceps. The chief cause of failure after this 
operation is due to the neglect in destroying 
the matrix. It must be thoroughly sloughed 
out with solid caustic potassa, but care must 
be taken that the action be not too long con- 
tinued, else necrosis of the phalanx may read- 
ily follow. Acetic acid or oil are the best 
neutralizers. 

(The nail was now removed and the abundant 
crop of granulations shaved away. Caustic 

otash was treely applied, quickly followed 

'y a piece of lint saturated iu oil. This dress- 
ing wil! remain for twenty-four hours, after 
which a flaxseed meal poultice must be con- 
tinued for several days, the granulations beiug 
subsequently stimulated by ung. hydr. oxid. 
rub. uutil a cure is effected. DEF. W.) 


Induration from Abscess. 


The next case is a man who received 
an injury some weeks since, upon his 
finger. An abscess formed which opened of 
its own accord, and is still discharging through 
a sinus. The finger is greatly swollen and 
indurated, but from its appearance and that 
of the mouth of the sinus, I should not be in- 
clined to say that dead bone. was present. 
The probe, moreover, does not reveal its 
presence, and I thiok this induration is sim- 
ply inflammatory. To remove this I shall 
order a strong solution of nitrate of silver 
(40 grains to the ounce) to be daily applied 
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over the entire phalanx, the same being 
subsequently dressed with cerat. resing 
comp.—Deshler’s salve. Friction, cold dou. 
ches, etc., may also assist in the return of this 
member to its former usefulness. 


2 
> 
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE STATE 
MEDICAL SOCIETY OF NEW YORK. 


[REPORTED BY T. D. CROTHERS, M. D.] 


The Medical Society of the State of New 
York met in the common council chamber, at 
11 o’clock A. M., Tuesday, February 6th, at 
Albany. to hold its sixty-sixth annual meet- 
ing. The president, Dr. Wm. C. WEY, called 
the members to order, after which Rey. Dr. 
Sovively, of St. Peter’s church, offered prayer. 
The president then delivered his inaugural 
address, The following are some of the chief 
points of interest : 

The immediate and remote effects of medi- 
cal fellowship are illustrated by the history 
of this society. Insensibly, but with great 
power, it has exercised its influence upon 
every section of the State. It has so materi- 
ally elevated sentiment in remote districts 
under the form of combination among medical 
men, even though few in number, that the 
greater and more enlarged interests of the 
profession have been conserved and perpetu- 
ated. An element like a medical organiza- 
tion, regularly and earnestly sustained, has 80 
often proven the means of resisting error 
among the people, of inducing obedience to 
the standard of ethics and doctrine and of in- 
dividual profit and advantage to its members, 
that its value cannot be adequately estimated. 

No one who has observed the evidence of 
medical growth and strength will question 
that incalculable good develops out of profes- 
sional intercourse that has passed beyond the 
technicalit.es of constitutional amendments 
avd the alteration of by-laws,and attained a 
condition that savors absolutely of legitimate 
scientific improvement. The fact has been 
repeatedly demonstrated, in a survey of the 
medical soeieties of the State, that the provi- 
sions of the code of ethics are most faithfully 
and conscientously observed,and the per- 
sonal standard of character ranks highest in 
those counties and organizations in which ac- 
tive, hearty fellowship is maintained. I may 
add respecting the code of ethics adopted b 
this society, and antedating all other Ameri- 
can codes, which, in some quarters, has been 
ridiculed and despised as effeminate and cir- 
cumscribed in its teaching, that it is grounded 
upon a basis of morals which comprebends 
and illustrates the golden rule, and embraces 
in its scape an epitome of Christian teaching. 

To such an extent am I persuaded of the 
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necessity of a more enlarged and specific 
knowledge and understanding of the ethics of 
our profession, that I would gladly see the 
whole subject made a branch of medical 
teaching in the echools, as a positive and ne- 
cessary part of the means of education of the 
students. 

According to the methods of instruction 
now practiced, inspiration of honor and char- 
acter may be communicated to a pupil through 
the daily consistent walk and conversation of 
his preceptor. This ideal of excellence may 
be carried through the period of instruction 
ard be incorporated in the professional life of 
the student, and it is a notable fact that if 
his former educational advantages have been 
liberal, his perception and appreciation of 
medical ethics will be immeasurably inc 
On the other hand, if without previous pre- 
liminary preparation his early life has been 
devoted to practical rather than educational 
duties, and if it is his misfortune to pursue his 
studies under the training ot a physician whose 
aim and purpose it is to procure business, re- 

ardlees of the — va which it is eel 
t is easy to see how, at the very — 0: 
his career, he is made to acquire false views 
of morality, honor and professional decorum, 
which subsequent lectures and introduction 
are in no way calculated to remove. 

In the first case the student, by reason of 
adequate education before taking up the study 
of medicine, is instructed in elements which, 
under proper direction, will produce the full 
development of professional character and 
learning, and, as a natural consequence, a 
jealous estimate of the ethics by which he is 
to be governed in his intercourse with his as- 
sociates and patrons. 

In the other instance the whole subject of 
medical ethics remains a sealed book to the 
pupil, simply because his former life tended 
n no degree to prepare him for its comprehen- 
sion. It was not illustrated, except by viola- 
tion, and, as a matter of course, during his 
terci of study, and received no explanation or 
illumination in the ordinary lecture term of a 
medical college. 

Considering the importance of this subject 
in comparison with many upon which much 
time is spent in medical colleges, its present 
and remote yee on the pupil, on the pro- 
fessic n at large and on the public generally, I 
cannot but hope that it will ultimately receive 
the earnest attention of educators,so as to be- 
come an incorporated feature of teaching in the 
schools 

A spirit has been manifested, where we 
would not have looked for evidence of such 
disregard of the obligations of professional 
obedience and discipline, to cut short the pro- 
cess of investigation of preferred charges 
against a member, in a properly qualified med- 
ical society, by an appeal to the civil courts 
to restrain the course of the inquiry by a sum- 
mary injunction. Such a procedure is subver- 
sive of morals as well as justice, and effectu- 
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ally puts an end to all attempts to enforce 
compliance with the salutary rules by which 
voluntary and chartered organizations are sus- 
tained and perpetuated. It strikes at the very 
root of authority. by first assuming ‘to be loyal 
and subject to it and afterward rebellin 
against its power in a way so treacherous an 
cowardly that but one course is left for a so- 
ciety thus compelled to yield to the interfer- 
ence of the officer of the law, and that_is 
promptly to expel the revolutionary member ; 
or if prevented by additional legal hinderances, 
to cease to hold social or professional rela- 
tions with bim. 

I would press upon you the necessity of vig- 
orously urging the Legislature to pass a law 
to compel the plaintiff, in case of alleged mal- 
practice against a physician, to file a bound of 
indemnity for the reimbursement of his adver- 
sary in costs, should he fail to obtain damages 
against him. This subject was noticed by an 
ae Te resolution passed at the last ses- 
sion of the society, but the Legislature gave 
no heed to it. 

As at present constituted, the law appears 
to offer inducements to irresponsible and un- 
scrupulous men to bring suit for alleged medi- 
cal malpractice, for the sake of effecting costly 
compromise, or to compel a defendant to sub- 
mit to the expense and injustice of atrial. As 
is well known, malpractice suits are nearly 
universally brought by men as deficient in 
property as in character. A single spirit 
prompts the action, and that is a prospective 
money recompense for alleged physical disa- 
bilities, the result of accident and surgical 
treatment. 

If a law, such as has been proposed to this 
Society, is passed by the Legislature, we shall 
see how prompt:y and effectually a check will 
be put on the prevailing tendency to hold 
medical men responsible for the consequences 
of surgical practice, especially io the treat- 
ment of fractured and dislocated bones. 

I refer to the condition of medical litera- 
ture in the State with peculiar pleasure. This 
remark applies as well to the journals as to 
the publication of original matter in the shape 
of extended volumes ou special topics. Medi- 
cal journals devoted to the general purposes 
of the profession and those advocating par- 
ticular departments io our art, are so ably con- 
ducted by educated physicians, so enriched 
by contributions of the highest order, from 
progressive, representative men, so full of the 
results of research and investigation in all the 
fields of practical and scientific thought and 
inquiry, so greatly in advance of the last de- 
cade, and so fresh and glowing with the en- 
thusiasm of a great cause, that it isa source of 
common pride and praise to utter a word in 
their behalf. 

The more conservative and substantial book 
literature of the profession is yearly becoming 
more and more noticeable and imp rtant. So 
mapy valuable additions are being made to 
our stock of standard authorities by hard- 
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working and patiently investigating men, 
whose : ames are familiar as instructors and 
practitioners of eminence. that at home and 
abroad the reputation of the State of New 
York is well established among authors and 
students. I will not particularize when so 
great a number of elaborate works on specific 
subjects have been issued from a prolific medi- 
cal press during the past five years, or even 
in tbe course of the preceding twelve months. 
Minute investization of an exhsustive nature, 
in the hands of earnest men, is working out 
the positive and beneficent results which are 
sure to follow ardent and continuous devotion 
to special lines of study. 

It remains to allude to the only sad feature of 
the year of the society since we last assem- 
bled. Four permanent members have died— 
Dr. Bar nt P Staats, of Albany; Dr. Andrew 
Van Dyck, of Oswego; Dr. Erasius L. Hart, 
of Elmira; and Dr. Henry D. Buckley, of 
New York. Drs. Staats and Buckley were 
present at the last session. Suitable notices 
of these eminent men will be contributed for 
publication to the Transactions of the So- 
ciety. 

The society then procerded to business. 

A draft of anact to be introduced in the 
Legislature relative to the punishment of mal- 
practice was presented. 

Drs. Didama, Bosman and Murpby were 
appointed a Businexs Committee; and Drs. 

yde, Jacobs and Berker,a Committee on 
Credentiuls. A committee ~ was also ap- 
—— to carry out. the suggestion contained 
n the president's inaugural. 

Dr. Harvey Jewett read a paper on “A 
Case ot Extra Uterine Fe ation.” 

Drs. Bailey, Quackenbush and Bottom were 
—— a Committee of Arrangements. 

r. Cook, of Canandaigua, read a paper on 
“Certain Forms of Mania.” 

On motion, certain gentlemen, whose names 
were read, were invited to take seats in the 
assuciation. 

Drs. Foster and Small, delegates of the 
Maine Medical Society, were mtroduced by 
Dr. Quackenbush, and invited to take part in 
the discussions of the ses-ious. 

A communication was received from Dr. N. 
8. Davis, of Chicago, acc. mpanied by a report 
of a committee ot the American Medica! As- 
scviation in regard to the proper preliminary 
education of paysicians. Paper referred to 
committee. 

Dr. Rogers, of New York, read a 
* Medical Art and its Practitioners.’ 

Adjourned until 2:39. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The society met again at 2:30 P. M. 

The president named the following Com- 
mittee on Nomination of Officers: 

First district—D. B. St. John Roosa. Scc- 
ond district—C. C: Cooel. Third district—S. 
O. Vanderpoel. Foarth distric-—B. F. Sher- 
man. Fifth district—John P. Gray. Sixth 


paper on 
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district—William Fitch. Seventh district— 
Harvey Jewett. Kighth district — Julius F, 
Miner. 

Dr. Didama, from the Business Committee, 
announced that Dr. T. A. Emmett, of New 
York city, would read a paper on “ Chronic 
Cystitis in the Female, and Mode of Treat. 
ment.”’ 

He detailed the new mode of treating 
chronic cystitis by puncturing the bladder 
from the vagina, and allowing the urine to 
= off with ut irritating the coats of the 

ladder. This is only to be resor:ed to after 
other means have failed. He described the 
cause of death by cystitis, the pathological 
changes that follow, which would be obviated 
by this mode of treatment. He advised that 
the opening in the bladder be left one year at 
least before closing. He described a number 
of successful cases, saying that he had noticed 
that many cases of stone followed cystitis. 
This mode of treatment he thought would ob- 
viate this. 

Members being invited to make any criti- 
cisms on the paper just read, Dr. Bozman, of 
New York, related at length some cases of a 
similar character coming under his attention. 
He remarked that Mr. Guthern, of Edio- 
burgh, performed the first operation. Dr. 
Willard Parker was the first surgeon in this 
country to operate. but his case died soon af- 
ter. Then Dr. Bozman followed with s- veral 
successful cases. He advised a large opening 
in the bladder, and thinks a small opening 
will close and defeat the object sought for, 
He thinks calculi are owing to this cause, viz.: 
the imperfect adaptation of the edges of the 
wound, causing the lips of the wound to fold 
up within and become packets, the bed of the 
Ilas never seen but few cascs. 


TREASURER'S REPORT. 


Dr. C. H. Porter, treasurer, presented his 
annual report. The receipis for the past year 
were $1,012.39 ; expensee, $633.45—balance 
on hand, $378.94. 

Report accepted and referred. 

Dr. White, of Buffalo, read a paper on 
‘** Chronic Inversion of the Ucerus.” 

Dr. Quackenbush, of Albaay, spoke on the 
paper just delivered. 

r. Rider, of Rochester, read a paper on 
“ Ophthalmic Diseases.” 

Dr. Pooley, of Yonkers, one on “ Surgical 

Diseases of Children. 


EVENING SESSI“N. 


Dr. Rockwell, of New York, delivered an 
int resting address on ** Medical Electricity,” 
and gave some interesting experiments with 
electro medical machinery, batteries. etec., 
from the Galvano Faradaic Manufacturing Uo. 
of New Y.rk. 

Dr. Doremus, of New York, followed ins 
lengthy address on Drags. after which the 
me ety adjourned until 9 o’clock this morn- 
ng. 
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SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION. 
The society met at9 A M., President Wey 
in the chair. 
Prayer by Rev. Dr. Upson, of Albany. 


REPORTS. 


Dr. Kendall, of New York, reported he had 
yisited the meeting of the N. H. State Medi- 
cal Society last June, as a delegate from this 
Society. Accepted. 

Dr. Jacobi, of New York, from the com- 
mittee appointed last year to report on the 
“ Protection of Foundlings,”’ reported atlength 
the investigations of this committee. The 
figures given iu his report show tbat fully 75 
per cent. of foundling infants in New York 
die before they are a year old—dying in 
foundling hospitals though every possible care 
be given them. Adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Rogers the Committee on 
Foundling Asylums was continued for anoiher 
year, and the name of Dr. Joel Foster, jr., 
added to the committtee. 

Dr. White, of Buffalo, reported that the by- 
laws of the following county societies do not 
agree with the requirements of the State Socie- 
ty; Niagara, Broome, Chemung, Rockland 
and New York. Report accepted. 

Dre. Ferris Jacobs and Johu H. Van Kleek, 
delegates to the New Jersey State Medical 
Society, peperted they had performed their 
duty. A dopted. 

Of Dr. Samuel Hart, delegate to the Rhode 
Island Medical Society. Accepted, 

Of Dr. H. 8. Chubbuck, to the Pennsylvania 
Medical Society. Accepted. 

Ot Dr. Newman, to the Connecticut State 
Rociety. Accepted. 

Dr. White, on behalf of Drs. Thomas F. Ro- 
chester and Henry W. Dean, Committee on 
Prize Essays, submitted their report. But 
two were offered, viz.: ** On Usesand Abuses 
of Sea Bathing,”’ aud ‘° Why do Plants Ab- 
sorb, as Component Constitutents of their 
Frames and Orgars, Certa'n Chemical Ele- 
ments in Preference to Others?’? No award 
of the Merritt H. Cash is recommended in the 
report. Accepted. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


By Dr F. B. N. Lewis: 

WHEREAS, The medical faculty of Harvard 
University having taken @ most important step 
toward the more thorough preparation of 
medical graduates, so much needed at this 
time, by extending the time and mode of 
study and by successive and extended exami- 
nations, be it 

Resolved, That this eociety, desiring to en- 
courage any means pointing to the better edu- 
cation of medical men, extend its ccngratula- 
tions to the said faculty of Harvard Univer- 
sity, with sincere desires «f success in this 
most necessary advance. Adopted. 


COMMUNICATIONS, 


A communication was received from J. P. 
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Griffen, secretary of the Syracuse University, 
asking the State Society to appoint a cenaur. 
On motion of Dr. Bradford, as amended by 
Dr. K-ndall, the communicati-n was accepted 
and referred to the nominating committee. 


PAPERS PRESENTED. 


Dr. Gray, of Utica, read a paper entitled 
“ Thoughts on the Causation of Insanity.” 
Drs. Cook and Coventry spoke to the text 
of the paper. 
REPORTS. 


Dr. Didama reported, by title, the following 
papers, which report was accepted, and the 
papers referred to the Commitiee on Publica- 
tion: In ussusception, by Stephen Rogers. of 
New York; Obituary Notice of Dr. Edward 
Hall, of Auburn. by Dr. Cummins; Mémoir 
of Dr. Johu H. Reynolds, of Wilton, by Dr. 
Allen, of Saratoga; Obituary Notice of Dr. 
Alfred E. Varney, of Middleville, by Dr. C. 
W. Hamlin; Memoir of Dr. C. Barrows, by 
Dr. Hutehiuson, of Utica; Aunual Address 
hefore Oueida County Medical Society. by 
Dr. I. N. Porter; Biographical Sketch of Dr. 
Andrew Van Dyck, of Oswego, by Dr. J. B. 
Murdoch. 

Dr. Squibb presented to the president of 
the society a collection of photo-micrographs, 
with accompanying notes of exp!anation. em- 
bracing some ot the prominent points of the 
investizations of the Army Medical Museum, 
and illu-trating the active progress made 
under the Surveyor-General of the army during 
the past year; and as supplementary to the 
report of the commitiee of this society on this 
sudject at the lastannual meeting. Upon the 
single subject of the important iuve tigations 
of Chonheim and «thers on the minute blood 
vessels aud the results of these observations 
in regard to the mechanism and results of iu- 
flammation, these researches exhibit their im- 

ortavce; and their value to the profession at 
arge cau hardly be overstated. 

Dr. Corliss, of New York, related a few 
cases of dropsy which he cured by digitalis, 
equills and calomel. 

Dr. Noyes, of New York, addressed the so- 
ciety ou the subject of ** Blepharoplasty ” 
accompauying his remarks with illustrations 
op -the black-board. 

Dr. Moor, of Rochester, read a paper on 
“* Pwo Caees Illustrating Phonation,’’ aud also 
made some iamteresting remarks on *‘ Colles 
Fracture.” 

Recess until 2:30 p. m. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Dr. Caro, of New York, read a paper on 
“The Use of Hydrate of Chloral in Rigid Os 
Uteri.”” Accepted and referred. 

Dr. Rogers, of New York, explained at some 
length a bill before the legislature in relation 
to the homeopathic and eclectic medical soci- 
eties, and after a lengthy discussion, in which 
members generally expreased their objection 
to the legislature meddling in the. affairs of 
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medical societies, Dr. Hutchinson, of Brook- 
lyn, offered the following: 

Resolved, That the Medical Society of the 
State of New York disapproves of the pro- 

ed law entitled “ An Act to Protect the 
eople against Quackery and Crime,” now 
before the State Legislature. Adopted. 

Dr. Rogers called attention to the law in re- 
lation to criminal abortion, and moved that it 
be the expression of the society, that it is 
commendable and deserving of approbation. 
Agreed to. 

Dr. Tupper, of Washington county, read a 
paper on ‘* Venesection.”’ 

Dr. Hutchinson, of Utica, read a paper on 
Maligsant Tumor of Orbit. 

Dr. Quackenbush introduced Dr. Hunt, of 
the New Jersey Medical Society, who, having 
bee welcomed by the president, suitably ac- 
knowledged the compliment. 

A paper by Dr. James S. Bailey, on “ Some 
of the Causes of Death occurring soon after 
Child-birth,”’ was read by title. 

Dr. Prout of Brooklyn, read a paper on 
Paracentesis Membrani Tympani. 

Dr. Allen, of the Pennsylvania State Medi- 
cal Society, was introduced and welcomed by 
the president. 

Dr. Squibb, from the special committee to 
consider the question of ‘‘ Medical Educa- 
tion,’ presented a report and resolutions, 
which were adopted. 

Dr. Miner, of Buffalo, read a paper “On 
Enucleation of Ovarian Tumors and Treat- 
ment of Pedicle.” 

Prof. Buck, of New York, read a panet on 
Hypertrophy of Under Lip, treated by Surgi- 
cal Operations.” 

Dr. M. R. Holbrook read a paper on a case 
of ‘Gun Shot Wound of the Skull,”’ and ex- 
hibited a portion of the skull in illustration. 

Dr. Gay read a paper on the “ The Defense 
of Taxis in Strangulated Hernia.” 

EVENING SESSION. 

At eight o’clock the society met in the as- 
sembly chamber, when President Wey deliv- 
ered an able and interesting address, on ‘* Med- 
ical Responsibility and Malpractice. 

THE BANQUET. 

Later in the evening the members, State 
officers, distinguished civilians, and repre- 
sentatives of the Press partook of a banquet 
at the Delavan House. 

MORNING SESSION. 

The session was ay by prayer by Rev. 
Dr. Bridgman. Dr. Peters offered a set of re- 
solutions providing that an article of the Code 
of Ethics of the American Medical Associa- 
tion, in regard to the adjustment of differen- 
ces between physicians be added to the Code 
of Ethics of the New York Medical Society, 
and that members of the State Society shall 
be members of their county societies. 

The chair announced the soloing sapownt- 
ments to prepare obituary notices: Dr. Hiram 
Corliss on Dr. B. P. Staats; Dr. Wm. R. Rob- 
erts on Dr. Henry D. Buckley; Dr. T. H. 
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Squire on Dr. E. L. Hunt; Dr. B. F. Sherman 
on Dr. Darius Clark. 

Dr. Bailey made a statement as to the dis. 
tribution of the printed proceedings of the 
society. The volumes were sent to the secre. 
taries of tke different county societies. 

The Committee of Education were allowed 
to amend their report, presented yesterday, 
so as to provide for sending a copy of the're- 
port to each member of the society. 

Dr. Babbit, of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society, was then introduced to the society, 
and made a brief address, and was replied to 
py Dr. Corlera. 

The chair announced as committee on chang. 
ing the time of the annual meeting, Dr. Van- 
derpoel, of Albany, Dr. White, of Buffalo, 
and Dr. Hutchinsen, of Brooklyn. 

The Committee on Nominations presented 
their report ; it was accepted, and the follow. 
ing persons were thereupon elected as follows: 

President—Cornelius R. Agnew. 

Vice-President—B. F. Sherman. 

Secretary—Wnm. H. Bailey. 

Treasurer—UCharles H. Porter. . 

For Censors—Southern district : Edward R. 
Suibb, Samuel T. Hubbard, H. C. Husted, 
Eastern district: James L. Babcock, P. Mc- 
Naughton, C. C. Covele. Middle district: M, 
M. Bagg, Horace Lathrop, Charles G. Bacon. 
Western district : J. F. Minor, C. F. Wyckoff, 
D. Colvin. 

Permanent Members — Nathan Bozeman, 
James L. Little, First district; M. R. Hol- 
brook, A. C. Hull, Second district ; Leroy Mc- 
Lean, P. V.S. Pruyn, Third district ; Arthur 
8. Wolf, Henry H. Green, Fourth district; 
G. L. Halsey, Edwin Hutchinson, Fifth dis- 
trict; Joshua B. Graves, J. H. Squire, Sixth 
district; C. G. Pomeroy, C. C. Murphy, Sev- 
enth district; Charles E. Rider, Eighth dis 
trict. , 

For Honorary Members.—M. Nelaton, Ru- 
lolph Virchow. 

ligible to Honorary Membership.—Lewis 
Oakley, Elizabeth, N. J., Charles H. Hewit, 
Red Wing, Minn. ; J. M. Toner, Washington, 
D. C.; Joseph D. Brown, U. S. A. 

For the Degree of M. D.—Cornelius H. 
Schaaps, Brooklyn; Wm. Lamont, Schoharie. 

Dr. Roosa offered the’ following | per 
and resolutions, which were adopted: — 

WHEREAS, the Code of Ethics to which this 
society and the various county societies ac- 
knowledge allegiance, provides appropriate 
and sufficient means for obtaining redress in 
all matters of differences between physicians. 

Resolved, That any physician preferring 
charges, or against whom charges may haye 
been preferred, who shall resort to courts.of 
law or any legal process, shall be co: 
unworthy of membership in medical societies : 
and if a member, shall be declared expelled 
the president at a stated meeting of the soc 
ety to which the offender may be ong. 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be 
sent to the American Medical Society. 
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The Business Committee having announced 
that they had nothing further to present for 
action, on motion the society adjourned sine 


die. 

The attendance was large this year, and 
more than usual interest manifested. The presi- 
dent’s annual address was a clear, practical 
discussion of a difficult subject, and deserves 
a wide circulation. Dr. Cook, of Canandai- 

, on ‘* Certain forms of Mania,’”’ and Dr. 
ray, of Utica, on “‘ Thoughts on the Causa- 
tion of Insanity ” were both thoughtful papers, 
particularly in reference to temporary in- 
sanity as an excuse for crime. Among the 
other papers of interest was that of Dr. Mi- 
ner, of Buffalo, and Prof. Buck, of New 
York, etc. The subject of withdrawing from 
the control and legislation of the State, and 
becoming an independent society, met with 
neral approval. At present the State regu- 
tes and prints the transactions of the Ec- 
lectics and Homoepathics on the same basis. 
Dr. Squibb’s report on ‘* Medical Education,” 
and Dr. Jacobi’s, of New York, on the “‘ Pro- 
tection of peri 3M were of more than 
usual interest, and will appear soon in = 
phiet form. Altogether. this session of the 
society was a marked one, in its influence on 
both its members and the profession at large. 
rane - numerous papers are printed it will 

noted. 


EAST RIVER MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF NEW YORK. 
[REPORTED BY DR. WM. J. PURCELL.] 

At the stated meeting held in November, 
1871, the following newly elected officers were 
duly installed : 

President—Dr. Henry E. Crampton. 

First Vice President—Dr. Daniel E. Mc- 
Sweeny. 

Second Vice President—Dr. Samuel Blume. 

Treasurer—Dr. V erranus Morse. 

At the regular meeting held Feb. 6, 1872, 
Dr. Crampton read the following paper on 

Plural Births. 

I was called on Dec. 12th, 1871, about 11 A. 
M., to attend Mrs. » wt. 35, in her 
eighth confinement. 

he messenger stated that she had been in 
labor for about an hour. I found the vertex 
preotomnas the waters evacuated, and the 
bor progressing naturally, though from. the 
evident severity of the pain and the fact that 
the patient was a multipara and had previously 
had very rapid labors, it seemed to proceed 
slowly ; still the delay was not so marked as 
to attract attention at the time. 

The first child, a male, was born about one 
o’clock P. M.; it weighed at birth 64 lbs. In 

nak to deliver the placenta, I found 
‘another child, with vertex presenting as be- 
fore; membranes intact ; with a common knit- 
: needle I punctured the membranes, and 

soon coming on, a second male child 
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was speedily delivered, weighing 5 lbs. ; the 
liquor amnii was excessive in quantity. At- 
tempting again to extract the placenta, I met 
with some obstruction, and upon passing my 
hand into the cavity of the uterus I felt the 
feet of a third fetus; the triple placenta pre- 
venting its descent ; the pains ceased entirely ; 
the uterus became flacid; the flooding was ex- 
cessive, and the situation became alarming. 
Fearing to deliver the child until some effort 
at contraction had been made, I endeavored 
by external manipulation to induce the pains, 
at the same time sending a messenger in haste 
for tinct. ergot. The patient became hysteri- 
cal ; lips pale ; faced livid—in short, presenting 
ail the symptoms of one dying from Joss of 
blood. Administering the ergot, I was soon 
gratified by witnessing its decided effects ; I 
then proceeded to deliver, which I did by the 
feet, without difficulty excepting some trifling 
delay of the head at the outlet. It was a fe- 
male, and weighed at birth 54 lbs.—the three 
together ey ing 17 lbs.—the placental mass 
was readily delivered, and seemed to be sin- 
gle upon external examination, thuugh the 
three cords entered it at different points. 

The circulation for each fetus was probably 
distinct. Aitken in his work upon obstetrics. 
published in Edinburgh in 1783, states that as 
a rule in cases of this kind, ‘‘ one presentation 
is frequently preternatural.’’ The points of 
interest in case are, first, its rarity, which 
we will discuss further on. Secondly, the size 
of the children, weighing together 17 pounds. 
Thirdly, the excessive edema of the lower 
extremities of the mother for some time before 
birth, necessitating bandaging of the entire 
limbs. I can compare it to nothing but an 
extreme case of ee with the excep- 
tion of the color. The superficial veins of the 
abdomen were also enormously distended. 

I suspected twins, although she had given 
—_ to seven children previously at single 

irths. 

A fourth practical suggestion occurs to me 
in connection with this case, which is, the 
necessity for the obstetrician being provided 
with ergot whenever attending upon a case 
of labor. I lost much valuable time in being 
obliged to send for it in this case, for which, 
however, I was hardly accountable, as I had 
been intercepted while going my rounds. 

The infants seemed to have a fair chance 
for life, und began to nurse well, but all died 
on the fourth day, seemingly from want of 
vitality. One of them became jaundiced be- 
fore death. No — was permitted. The 
mother did remarkabiy well. 

Scattered oe medical cna are 
reports of cases of triplets of us degrees 
of interest. I have collated fifteen which I 
will briefly narrate, with some practical de- 
ductions therefrom. 

Case reported by Dr. Bell Fletcher, of 
Birmingham, England, in the Lancet for Sep. 





llth, 1841. Mother, et. thirty years; num- 
‘per Of prequancies ‘not stated. She had sup- 
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posed herself pregnant, but the abdominal dis- 
tension was so great that she had come to the 
conclusion that she was dropsical. Thi: case 
is interesting from the fact that consultation 
revealed the existence of three fetuses, pre- 
cisely two months before the day of birth. 
The infants were females, and with the 
mother all did well. 

Cast No 3.—Reported by Dr. A. H. Buchan- 
an, of Celumbis, Tenn., in the American 
Journal of Medival Sciences: © 

Mother, et. thirty five years; third preg- 
nancy. The first child, a male, weighed 
seven pounds; the second, also a male, 
weighed four pounds, aod the third, a female, 
weighed five pounds; all lived. 

CaxsE No 4.—Reporied by Dr. J. W. Pittinaos 
in the American Journal of Medical Sciences. 
October, 1861. The sixth pregnancy and 
the first of plural birth—one girl and two 
boys. There weretwoplacente. The child- 
ren all died on the third day ; but the mother 
did well. 

Case No. 5.—Reported by Dr. Montgomery in 
the same, October, 1856: Fifth pregnancy— 
three boys ; all did well, united wei. ht, four- 
teen pounds fourteen ounces. It is reported 
that the infants were named respectively 
Alma, Inkerman, and Sebastopol : the births 
oceurring in Dublin, and at the period of the 
Crimean war. and the parents being of a mar- 
tial and patriotic turn of mind. Queen Vic- 
toria, it is said, headed asubscription list for 
their benefit with the sum of five pounds ster- 
ling. I have been informed that this is ber 
usual custom whenever a triple birth occurs in 
her. dominions. 

There were two placente, and the second 
child, after presentivg at first with an arm, 
was afterward delivered naturaily, unaidd, 
spontaneous evolution taking place. 

Case No 6.—Reported in the London Medical 
Gazette for October,1846. Primipara, birth at 
seventh month of fetal life; two evidently 
blighted at four months ; the other living three 
hours ; there were as usual two placeniz. 

CasE 0. 7.--Reported by Prof. Naegele, 
in the London Medical Times for August 15th, 
1846 ; primipara ; st. thirty-two : 

This case, occurring in a London Hospital, 
is chiefly interesting from the fact that the 
existence of two, at least, was determined 
durivg labor, there beivg a difference of six- 
teen beata between the pulsations of the two 
fetal hearts, as ascertained by asculation. 
After the birth of one child there were atill 
heard two fetal hearts, one of which had 
evidently lain behind and been muffled in 
sound by the first born. 

CasE No. 8.—Reported by Dr. J. 8. Lare, 
of Janesville, Wis., in the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal for February, 1860; primi- 
para ; miscarriage at two and a half months; 
reported to be too small to distinguish the 
sex. 

CasE No. 9.—Reported by Dr. J. L. Chand- 
ler, of S:. Albans, in the same, for March,’ 
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1860; seven and ahalf months; two girls and 
a boy. It is som°what singuler that all three 
lived and did well. 

CasE No. 10.—Reported by Mr. Stettle, in 
the Lancet fur Oct., 1853; primipara; the 
children were all itemales and all survived, but 
the mother died in six hours from the time of 
labor, of exhaustion, which seems indeed to 
have been of an alarming character before the 
first child was born. 

Case No. 11.—Reported by Mr. Furnival, in 
the Lancet for July, 1863. Whether primipara 
or multipara it is not stated. Two wales and 
ove female, the second and third child present. 
ing preternaturally. Their weights were five 
and a half, six and six pounds. The mother 
and children all did well; there were two 
placentz. 

CasE No. 12.—Reported by Dr. S. M. Riper, 
of Lebanon, Indiava, in the Philadelphis 
MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER for Oct. 
3lst, 1868. Mother set 35 years; second labor 
two males and one female; weights respect 
ively six and a half seven and eight pounds, 
The second child presented by ihe breech, 
Single placente. 

CasE No. 13.—Reported by Dr. M. Donnel- 
lan of Point Coupée, Louisiana, in the Ameri- 
can Journal of Medical Sciences for November, 
1839; mother cet 36 years ; seventh pregnancy, 
The tirst child was a ww ng the others ver- 
tex presentations; weights respectively, bo 
nine and a half pounds, girl seven and a-ha’ 
pounds, boy seven pounds ; aggregate weight, 
twenty-four pounds ; all did well. 

CasE No. 14.—Reported by Dr. McSweény, 
of New York city, in the Pailadeiphia Mrpi- 
CAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER for January, 
1869. 

Age of mother and number of pregnancy 
pot stated. The infants, all females, sut- 
vived ; two presented preternaiurally. The 
labor was severely complicated by iuversion 
of the uterus and excessive flooding. Two 
placente. 

Cask No. 15.—Reported by Dr. L. L. Jones, 
of Deerfield, Michigan, in the same journal, 
July 1870, fourth pregnancy. Age of mother 
thirty-two years; two placente; all boys; 
weights respectively four pounds four ounces, 
five pounds ten ounces and five pounds two 
ounces. 


Our statistics are, perhaps, somewhat lim- - 


ited. Still, our deductions seem to coincide 
with the views held by more extensive ob- 
servers in all essential points. 

Thus, of eleven in which the number of 
births were stated, there were four primipar# 
and seven multiple. In eight cases in which 
the age of the wother is given, we find; the 
average to be about thirty-tive years. ; 

The sexes seem to be pretty equally di- 
vided. In eleven labors we have nineteen 
males and seventeen females. “aaah 

In eight cases ia which the placents is mep- 
tioned, we find it single in two. I: is proba- 
ble, however, that in all cases the circulation 
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for each fetus is entirely distinct. In one 
case it is mentioned that two infants were en- 
closed in one bag of waters. 

With reference to presentation, we find 
that in the six cases in which it is mentioned 
ten infants presented naturally and eight pre- 
ternaturally, one being a breech and one a 
footling. This is perhaps what a priori reas- 
oning would lead us to expect. The infants 
must be packed in the uterus to economize 
space, and one would naturally present with 
some other part of the body than the vertex. 

Of ten cases collated by Duncan, not one 
occurred in the first pregnancy, which is some- 
what singular, considering that about forty 
per cent. of those which I have found were 
primiparee. ; 

Hugenberger reports that at the St. Peters- 
burg Midwives Institute there were admitted 
between 1845 and 1859 three women in their 
fifteenth pregnancy with triplets, and each 
had triplets three times. Leopold reports a 
qasdruple birth in the seventh pregoancy of a 
woman aet. thirty-four,and mentions another 
case, in an eighth pregnancy. 

Still the fact remains as stated in the quaint 
lan e of the old professor before quoted: 
“A plurality of fetuses are frequently con- 
ceived at once. The range as to numbers is 
from two to five—the lower numbers oftenest 
occur.” Ithink the majority of physicians 
will assent io the concluding statement, as 
many practice medicine for a lif--time with- 
out meeting a case of plural births exceeding 
twins. These are not uncommon, but we will 
mention only four: 

One reported by the Georgia Medical and 
Surgical Journal, in 1859, of a negro girl, set. 
19, primipara, civing birth to twirs weighing 
% and 94 lbs., both females, and all did well. 
And another, reported by Dr. Brittan to the 
Edinburgh Obstetrical Society, November, 
1862, of a woman pregnant first at 25, giving 
birth to 25 children at 14 pregnancies, 1] be- 
ing twins. Dr. Wakefield, of South Maldea, 
Mass., reports a case of a multipara, who gave 
birth to twins weighing nine lbs. one oz. and 
eight and a quarter lbs., boy and girl, both 
natural presentations, and all did well.—Bos- 
mo Medical and Surgical Journal, September, 
Dr. Hurlburt reports in the same Journal for 
October, 1860,a case of twins, boy weighing 
eight and three quarter lbs., girl weighing 


ten Ibs. 

From a report published by Dr. R. W. Ged- 
des, Columbia, 8. C., of b in that State 
for the year ending December 31, 1859, we 
find that the proportion of plurality births 
was 1 in 94 59-100 in both races, there being a 

number among the whites, which isa 
much lower rate than we find in Great Britain 
* dwaiog. the tab by Churcbill 
Zi e tables as given by Chur 
With tains the frequency of plural births 
among woman of rent nationalities, we 
find that of 129,172 cases at the Dub‘in Lyirg- 
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in Hospital, presumedly of Irish parentage, 
one in sixty-two was a twin, and one in 4,454 
was a case of triplets. In 369.980 among 
British practitioners one in seventy-five was 
a twin case, and one in 5.561 triplets. Among 
French practitioners, in 39,409 cases, one in 
108 was a twin,and one in 6,568 a triplet. 
Taking the grand total we have 666,424 cases, 
and 8,006 of twins, or one in eighty-three 
cases; and eighty-seven cases of triplets, or 
one in 7 ,443. 

It has been held that plural births should 
be considered as an abnormity, on account of © 
their rarity, and Dr. Arthur Mitchell, in a 
paper published in the Medical Times and 
Gazette of November 15, 1862, demonstrated 
the abnormity of plural birthsin the human 
female. His convictions are as follows : First. 
Among imbeciles ard idiots a much larger 
proportion is actually found to be twin born 
than among the geveral community. Second. 
Among the relatives of imbeciles and idivts 
twinning is also found to be very frequent. 
Third. Jn families where twinning is frequent 
bodily deformities (of defect and excess) like- 
wise occur with freguency: Fourth, the whole 
history of twin births is exceptional, indicates 
imperfect development and feeble organiza- 
tion in the product, and leads us to regard 
twinning in the bunian species as a departure 
from the physiological rule, and therefore in- 
jurious toallcoucerned. Fifth. When we pass 
from twins to triplets and yee every- 
thing we know regarding these latter give 
support to the general conclusion in question. 

‘o these conclusions Duncan suggests he 
might have added the frequency of abortion 
of Tiydencinton and the occurrence of acepha- 
lous monsters only among twins. 

Of the fifteen cases which I have rarrated, 
three were premature births. 

It is within the experience, I think, of most 
ot us that first babies are often lost, being 
either still-born, or dying soon after birth. 

This may be partially attrinuted to ignor- 
ance on the part of the mother of her new du- 
ties and consequent want of proper care of 
her infant, but this alone will not account for 
the loss. It seems more likely that the theory 
of a kind of birth-wave is correct. The first 
infant, being imperfectly elaborated, has a 
slighter hold on life, and in fact the birth is 
more apt to be multiple, which our own sta- 
tisties given above would prove if subjected 
to ultimate analysis. This also accords with ° 
the theory of Dr. Mitchell. 

If the mother escapes a multiple birth at 
first, then, as statistic: show, she is not again ‘ 
liable to give birth to more than one child at 
one time until her seventh or eighth preg- 
nancy, when the birth-wave, having reached 
its height, begins to subside, and the product - 
of insemination being agaiu imperfectly elab- 
orated, she is apt to have again a multiple © 
birth. . 

Experience seems to confirm this theory, , 
which Dr. Duncan, with elaborate statistics, 
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has endeavored to prove. Nearly twenty- 
three per cent. of all twin cases occur in the 
jirst ppegnancy. Concerning the age of the 
mother, as affecting the question of fertility, 
jt appears, that while of mothers from 15 to 
19 years of age only every 189th had twins at 
a birth; mothers rising in age were more pro- 
lific in twins, till at the age of from 35 to 39 
years the climax of fertility in twins was 
yeached, every 45th woman producing two at 
a birth, or fully four times as many as the 
woman under twenty. 

This again confirms our theory above ad- 
vanced of a birth-wave. After all, what con- 
cerns us principally as practical physicians, 
when attending.a case of labor which proves 
1o be multiple is, what is the proper treatment 
of the case before us? It is not what are the 
statistics as to frequency, nor whether the 
tufferer is a primipara or a multipara, but 
what are you going todo? Of course, if the 
labor is progressing naturally, we must obey 
the first great law of obstetrics, to let the pa- 
tient alone ; but unfortunately some sort of 
assistance is naturally required in cases of 
} lural births. 

‘Lhe precise nature of our interference must 
of course, be determined by the individual 
case before us. Jf the pains seem ineflicient, 
then recourse must be had to ergot, and the 
forceps must be at hand to supplement it. If 
the crgot alone fails, after two full doses have 
heen exhibited, say in half an hour after the 
first dose, then, if we would save the lives of 
the children, we must resort to either the for- 
ceps or turning. 

irgot is a powerful and useful medicine, 
but it is a poison to the fetus. Fortunately, 
ijn plural births the infants are usually small, 
ind the dread resort to crainotomy is unue- 
cessary. In case No. 3 spontaneous evolution 
«f the second {fetus took place after the arm 
lad presented. 

The mother also demands our constant 
care. She must be soothed and encouraged. 
Not by woris clone, but by the physician 
thowing by bis every ect that he is himself 
“master of the situation.”” Women know 
well whether their attendant is really compe- 
tent to care for them or whether he is * put- 
ting itcn.’’ Avd no amount of nonchalance 
or pretended wisdom can conceal our weak- 
ness, if it exist. They feel that their lives 
are, a8 it were,in our hands, and their in- 
stinct of self-preservation will pierce through 
every disguise. After ali, the general princi- 
ples of obstetric practice are our true guides. 

The mother must be enjoined from rising 
vp in bed even, in some cases, and from mak- 
jug any exertion except that which is abso- 
Juiely Lecessary, especially in cases of great 
weekness and exhaustion from loss of blood 
0. protracted labor. 

‘This extreme caution must be observed for 
revcral days, while at the same time she 
+hould be well nourished, especiaJly if she 
propose to Lurse her infants. am an advo- 
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cate of an ordinary diet in child-bed ; if any- 
thing, instead of restricting the bill of fare I 
would extend it. 

Child birth is not a disease, and the absur. 
dity of trying to deceive the stomach with 
crackers and water only, or chiefly just when 
the most important secretion of the human 
body is being established and elaborated, is 
fast becoming apparent. 

The ipfant must have milk or die, and the 
richer the blood of the mother the more nour- 
ishing will be the result. The old story which 
goes the rounds so often of the corned beef 
and cabbage eaten the day after confinement 
to the dismay of the nurse, but to the evident 
satisfaction and eventual benefit of the mother 
and «fispring, contains a modicum of truth 
after all. 


WABASHAW (MINN.) COUNTY MEDI. 
CAL SOCIETY. 


The second annual meeting of the Waba- 
shaw County Medical Society convened at 
Dr. Tefft’s office, Plainview, January 16th, 
1872. 

Members present—Drs. Tefft, Waste, Milli- 
gan, Axtell, Spafford, La Rue. 

By vote of the society, Dr. Lincoln of Wa- 
bashaw, Dr. J. W. Hancock, of Maiden Rock, 
Wis:, Dr. Ford, of Elba, and Dr. Bacon, of 
Mazeppa, were elected members of the So- 
ciety. 

Dr. Spafford was elected president, Dr. Lin- 
coln, vice president, and Dr. La Rue, secre- 
tary and treasurer, for the ensuing year. 

r. Milligan read an able article on the 
‘** Practice of Medicine ;” he also gave two 
very interesting reports, viz.: Removal of the 
superior maxillary bone, and a case of Ente- 
rotomy. , 

The committee on by-laws was continued 
until next meeting. 

Executive Committee for the ensuing year 
—Drs. Waste, Lessing and Milligan. 

Epidemic and Endemic Diseases—Drs. T fit, 
Remondino and Axtell. 

Surgery—Drs. Patton, La Rue and Ford. 

Midwifery — Drs. Lincoln, Milligan and 
Bacon. : 

Physical Diagnosis—Drs. Patton, Milligan 
and Lessing. 

After receiving reports of several interest- 
ing cases, the seciety adjourned to meet at 
Wabashaw, June 1872. 

B. F. La RvE, M. D., Secretary. 


a 
> 





——A dreadful tragedy occurred in Gosport, 
Clarke county, Alabama, recently: The wife 
and daughter of Dr. G: W. Frugs, of 
pert, during his absence were brutally mur- 
dered in broad day-light, at their residence, 
by a negro boy, apparently from sheer wat- 
tonness. 
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Periscope. 


EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 


PERISCOPE. 


Epidermic Grafting 


Mr. Gro. Grote, M. B., one of the surgeons 
tothe German army in the late Franco-Ger- 
man war, now of St. Catharines, Ontario, 
writes to the Canada Lancet : 

From a careful study of a large number of 
cases where large patches of skin were re- 
moved by shot and shell, I became anxious to 
try the good effect of transplanting as soon as 
an opportunity presenter itself. On my re- 
turn to England I took charge of a large prac- 
tice in order that I might have ample oppor- 
tunities of treating cases, requiring surgical 
operations, and more particularly those cases 
where epidermic grafting would be of the 

atest advantage to the patient. It was not 
ong until a case suitable for the operation 
came under my notice. This was an ulcer of 
long standing, and was stiil spreading. The 
ulcer was situated on the very common siie, 
the anterior surface of the leg, and resulted 
from an abrasion of the skin two years previ- 
ous. The ulcer was at the time of operating 
about two and a half inches in diameter, with 
elevated edges, discharging pus freely of a 
very fetid character and very painful, indeed 
so painful was it that the man could not get 
rest at night, and his health was fast failing. 


I take the following from my case book. : 


Benj. Murrick, xt. 45, coseing. near Smith 
wick, county of Staffurdshire. The operation 
was performed on the 21st of December, 1870. 


From the unhealthy state of the ulcer it was- 


necessary to improve its condition, as also the 
general health of the patient before operating 
This I did in time by the steady use of pot. 
iodide in large doses ter die, and the constant 
employment of lotions of chloride of zinc and 
carbolic acid alternated, and linseed meal 
poultices at night, together with a sedative 
draught to relieve pain. Gradually the ulcer 
began to take on a healthy character, healthy 
granulations began to appear, and the general 
health of the patient so far improved that I 
determined to operate at once. I operated 
as follows : 

A small piece of skin was taken trom the 
anterior surface of the arm, midway between 
the shoulder and elbow joints (this part being 
chosen as one not easily disturbed while heal- 
ing); this I divided into four pieces, and after 
slightly scratching the surface in four places 
at equal distances from the center of the ulcer, 
the grafts were carefully applied and strapped 
in their places by two narrow strips of adhesive 
plaster. A piece of lint saturated in carbolic 
acid lotion, strength one in forty, was applied, 
and above this a pad of lint to maintain the 





equal temperature ; a bandage was applied 
over all rather firmly in order that the grafis 
might be retained in their place. In two days 
after, I removed the dressing, when the epi- 
dermis came away from the grafts, which re- 
mained fizm in their places, but appeared raised 
from the surface of the ulcer and of a white, 
dead appearance. I continued the carbolie 
acid dressing, and pot. iodide treatment. 
Seven days after, the grafts began to assume 
the appearance of the surrounding granula- 
tions, and in a few days lines of cicatrization 
were seen startiog out in all directions from 
the grafts. The case went on successfully 
under the above treatment till gradually a 
good cicatrix covered the whole surface of the 
ulcer. The man is now perfectly well and 
able to go about his work, January 30th, 1871. 

The grafts seem to act us natural stimulants, 
and arouse new energy in the marginal cicat- 
rizing edge. 

In conclusion, by this process of grafting 
we shall be able to prevent those unsightly 
and distressing contracticns of burns, hitherto 


80 frequent, and to remedy them wien they 


have vccurred. Another field of usefulness is 
offered to skin grafting in cases of severe 
Jacerated wounds, requiring partial amputa- 
tion, or involving considerable sloughing. In 
retraction of stumps, leaving bones covered 
with granulations only, transplantation of 
skin will be of great service, and will doubt- 
less save some sec. ndary amputations. It is 
not uecessary to take the graft trom the per- 
sub to be operated on, it cau be taken from 
anvther heuithy subject. The patient must be 
keptin his bed and well nourished with good, 
nutritious food. 

The operation does not always succeed ;. 
but it does so in a suflicient number of cases 
tu warrant our trying the experiment. 

Ihave much pleasure iv contributing my 
testimony in favor of epidermic grafting. 
Should this simple operation prove after afew 
years experience among professional men to 
be successful in a majurity of cases, the pro- 
fession will be able to establish the reputation 
of an operation which must prove tu be one 
of the most valuable discoveries of the nine~ 
teenth century. 


——In a trial before the Mayor of Okalona,, 
Miss.,a few days since,the question as to 
‘whether a wife could sleep with her head. 
upon her husband’s arm all night without 
paralyzing it sufficiently to wake him up and 
cause him to withdraw his arm from under 
her head,” was sprung. It proved too hard 
for the young attorneys who were conducting 
the trial, and an old physician was called in 
to decide the question, and he said, “ She 
might, and then again she mightn’t.”’ 
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Reviews and Book Notices. 


NOTES ON BOOKS. 


——We omitted to state in our notice of 
the Aldine last week, that it is published by 
JAMEs Sutton & Co.,23 Liberty st., New 
York, the general agent in this city being 
Mr. Epwarp A. HEINTZ, 816 Walout st. 


——Without the brilliancy of some of its 
cotemporaries, Arthur’s Home Magazine has a 
home charm and a purity of character that 
always makes it a welcome visitor. There is no 
magazine that we would sooner put into the 
hands of the young people of a household. The 
Children’s Hour, by the same editor, is one 
of the most charming of children’s magazipes 
published—just the thing for the little ones at 
the fireside, and on the mother’s knee at the 
children’s quiet evening hour. T.S. ARTHUR 
& Son, of this city, are the publishers. 

— The Galaxy is one of our favorites. Its 
tales are generally of a high order, and its 
other articles are always instructive and en- 
tertaining. The mails have cheated us out of 
our last number, but we are looking forward 
to the reception of that, and the current num- 
ber, with the assurance of being well repaid 
for waiting. 

—— What would the women portion of our 
family do without Godey’s Lady’s Book? Itis 
always prompt, always charwing, and age in- 
creases its attractions. Every page reflects 
the genial spirit of its proprietor, and the 
gentle loveliness of the wonderful editor, who, 
with four score years of gathered wisdom, is 

‘still fresh and vigorous as ever in performing 
what has become to her a labor of love. 


—tThe annual report of the New York 
‘State Inebriate Asylum shows that institution 
‘in a flourishing condition. Dr. D. G. Dopaz, 
the superintendent, says : 

“The report shows, in the present year, as 
compared with the one preceding, a large in- 
crease in the number of patients. 

** Tt shows that, as the number of patients 
have increased, the current expenses of the 
Institution have decreased in inverse ratio. 

“ Tt shows, for the first time since the or- 
ganization of the Asylum, an excess of re- 
ceipts over expenditures. ; 

‘* In addition to the favorable financial con- 
-dition of the-condition of the Institution and 
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the steadily increasing number of patients who 
are daily seeking safety within its walls, I 
claim still greater and more favorable results 
from the universal good conduct of the in. 
mates, the personal interest which they evince 
in its success, and the increased percentage 
of those truly reformed and permanently cured 
over the past or any preceding year. The 
general health of all the patients has been 
uniformly good. Notwithstanding a large 
number of cases have, on their admission to 
the Institution, been difficult and alarming, 
all have terminated favorably ; and during 
the past twenty months that I have had 
charge, not a single death has occurred. 
These facts alone plainly demonstrate, not 
only the necessity of these asylums, but that, 
by the great advantages invariably secured 
to their inmates, by making their treatment 
and care a specialty, a large class of men 
may be rescued and restored, mentally, mor- 
ally and physically, a majority of whom would 
otherwise drag out a miserable, degraded, 
worse than useless life, or sink into a prema- 
ture and untimely grave.” 

——Dr. JosEPH PARRISH, President of the 
Pennsylvania Sanitarium, Media, Pa., in an 
article on the Classification of Inebriates, 
separately published from the Transactions 
of the American Association for the Cure of 
Inebriates, divides those unfortunates into the 
following classes : 

First.—Professional debauchees, whose pur- 
poses in life seem to be limited to the gratifi- 
cation of appetites or passions; and who, 
yielding to such gratification, have not only 
become confirmed inebriates, but have fallen 
into other excesses of a more vicious character. 

Second.--Those who, without a decided in- 
tention to do wrong, and without any abiding 
purpose to do right, are the victims of their 
own moral weakness, or of the cupidity or 
recklessness of others. 

Third.—Those who are earnest in their de- 
sire to live soberly and righteously, and anx- 
ious to avail themselves of every means offer- 
ed by others for their recovery ; who are capa- 
ble of estimating their danger, and possess 
the courage to eonfront and antagonize it. 

For the purpose of illustrating the foregoing 
statements, statistics are presented from the 
records of the Pennsylvania Sanitarium, a8 
follows : 

Whole number of inmates received, 234. 
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Confirmed class-—-Whole number, 84. Re- 
turned to former habits, 51. Improved and 
attending to business, 24. Insane, 2. Cured, 


7. 

Emotional class—Whole number, 72. Re- 
turned to former habits, 9. Improved and at- 
tending to business, 42. Cured, 21. 

Accidental class.—Whole number, 66. Re- 
turned to former habits, 3. Improved and at- 
tending to business, 16. Cured, 47. 

Opium Cases, 12. Improved, 5. Cured, 7. 

Confirmed class.—Cured, 8 per cent. ; incur- 
able, 60 per cent.; improved, 28 per cent. 
Emotional class.—Cured, 30 per cent.; in- 
curable, 12 per cent. ; improved, 58 per cent. 
Accidental class.—Cured 71 per cent. ; incura- 
ble, 4 per cent. ; improved, 24 per cent. 

Of the whole number admitted (234) there 
are improved and cured 169, leaving only 65 
who are estimated as beyond the reach of re- 
covery. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


The Prevention and Cure of Disease: A Practi- 
cal Treatise on the Nursing and Home 
Treatment of the Sick. By George H. Na- 
puEys, A. M.,M.D., etc. “Without health, 
life is not life.”” With numerous full page 
illustrations. Springfield, Mass.: W. J. 
Holland & Co., 1872. 1 vol., 8vo., pp. 1110. 
Sold by subscription. 

There is a widely extended prejudice in the 
profession against popular instruction in medi- 
cal matters, a prejudice altogether well found- 
ed and just, when we examine the vast major- 
ity of the publications which pretend to con- 
vey such instruction. They are nearly all 
either intended for advertisements, or else are 
ignorant compilations by incompetent hands. 

When a physician of acknowledged reputa- 
tion, therefore, turns his attention in this 
direction, his works deserve a more extended 
comment than we usually give, for they are 
addressed to a public who are unable to judge 
of their merits, who will be led often blindly 
by his dicta, and who must look to professional 
sources for a guide to their opinions. 

The large and compendious volume now 
before us is not a work on “ Domestic Medi- 
cine,” in the ordinary sense of the term, but 
aims at a wider field. But we prefer to let 
the author explain his purpose in writing it, in 
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his own words. In his introductory he re- 
marks : 

“There are in medical science a large num- 
ber of useful facts which every man and wo- 
man ought to know, ignorance of which will 
bring anxiety and suffering to themselves, 
and prevent them from doing their duty to 
th: ir friends and relatives. They cannot fulfill 
their obligations as Christians and neighbors 
without this knowledgen * * * * 


“ These essential, u-eful facts it is the pur- 
pose of this work to give, presenting them 
in some natural connection, and in plain terms. 
They require no preliminary study of anatomy, 
physiology, or pharmacy; they- shall be of 
such character as are needed in every-day 
life ; and they shall be carefully chosen with 
regard to their accuracy.” 

He divides his work into three parts, stating 
their contents as follows : 


“In the First Part of this work we shall 
speak of the hygienic rules which should gov- 
ern the individual when in health, and impart 
to him the invaluable information how to es- 
cape contagious diseases, and those which are 
inseparable from some occupations and inher- 
ent in some constitutions. In other words, it 
will be a treatise on the principles of hygiene. 

“In the Second Part will be taken up the 
care of those who are already ill. We shall 
there explain the proper way to nurse them, 
to prepare their food, to minister to their 


‘many wants, and to provide for them what- 


ever comforts the pain-racked couch of sick- 
ness can command. Every physician well 
knows that instruction on these points is sadly 
needed ; that thousands die every year, not 
from lack of nursing, but from officious and ill- 
advised nursing, through the uniotelligent 
thuagh well-meant attentions of their families 
—nursed to death, in fact. * LO ME 

“The Third Part of our work shall be en- 
gaged with the means of curing disease. There 
will be general directions how to distingu'sh 
the complaints must frequent in this country, 
but we shall altogether omit the hundreds of 
rare and obscure diseases which make up the 
bulk of medical works, and can neither be re- 
cogn'zed nor treated by any but the skilled 
practitioner. Sudden accidents andthe proper 
help in the emergencies of life shall receive 
especial attention. * * * , * * 

“* We shall lay especial stress on the medi- 
cinal properties—and they are many—of such 
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articles as are always at hand in every house 
for other purposes, such as salt, mustard and 
the like. * * * * * * 

** We shall now add what he need not ex- 


pect from this book. It will not make hima 
physician, still less will it make ‘ every man 
his own doctor.’ The art and science of medi- 
cine requires for its mastery years of patient, 
assiduous, unwearying toil; years spent by the 
bedside, over the dyiag, among the dead. * * 

** How absurd, how unprincipled, therefore, 
the author who in the compas: of one volume 
professes to include all that is requisite for 
a mastery of this science! Such is not the 
scope or purpos® of this work. More hum. 
ble in aim, we hope it will prove more really 
acceptable and profitable to the reader.” 

Pursuing this plan, the first part commences 
with a chapter on long life, setting forth those 
rules which experience has proved most con- 
ducive to longevity, and illustrating them 
with examples. This leads to a more minute 
discussion of the laws of health, comprised in 
chapters on food, on drinks and narcotics, 
clothing, on healthy dwelling houses, exercise, 
and rest and sleep. The directions giyen 
have in them little that is new, and on that 
account we like them. They embrace the 
familiar precepts of sound science, free from 
**hobbyism”’ or prejudice, and aiming at no 
sensational novelties. 

The succeedivg chapter ‘“‘ On the Preven- 
tion of Special Diseases,” is in some respects 
the very best in the book, and is the most 


complete essay on the subject we have any-. 


where seen. It is over one hundred pages in 
length, and replete with iustructions how to 
avoid disease, of incalculable value to the 
general public—-if heeded. Professional men 
will find it well worth perusal. 

The chapters on the prevention of decrepi- 
tude, on death, and the disposal of the dead, 
contain many useful hygienic directions. 

The second part is divided into the nursing 
of children, the nursing of adults, cookery for 
the sick, directions concerning medicines, 
netes and maxims on nursing and the care of 
the infirm. Our examination of this part has 
impressed us very favorably with the thorough- 
ness with which the author has compiled it. 
It supplies what we have long wished for, a 
complete and reliable treatise on nursing, 
which we can recommend to the general 
reader. 

The third part commences with a brief 


Reviews and Book Notices. 





| Vol. xxyi, 


sketch of the functions of the human body, and 
then proceeds to “ diseases and how to dis. 
tinguish them.” Of course only the more com. 
mon complaints are mentioned, and the diag. 
nostic points specified are such as are most 
striking to the untrained eye. The therapeu. 
tical chapters are three. The first is on the 
hygienic means of cure, mineral waters, cli. 
mate, the Swedish movements, etc. The 
second discusses medicines, recommending 
especially for domestic use those articles found 
in every house, indigenous plants, and such 
drugs as are most efficacious but not poisonous. 
The materia medica thus presented is admira. 
bly adapted to the wants of the general public, 
and is, we must say, a model of its kind. 

The third chapter, on “‘ Standard Domestic 
Remedies ”’ is the realization of a proposition 
which was made in the MEDICAL AND Surg- 
CAL REPORTER as early as March, 1855, name- 
ly, to supplant secret and patented remedies 
by a series of approved formulas calculated to 
meet the ordinary demands of domestic prac. 
tice. Acting on this hint (for which he gives 
due credit), Dr. NaPueys selects a set of re- 
cipes from eminent therapeutists and recom. 
mends them to be put up and sold in place of 
the unknown compounds generally vended for 
domestic treatment. The formuls chosen are 
in some instances open to objections, but the 
general plan is a step in the right direction. 

The remainder of the volume is occupied 
with descriptions of diseases and their home 
treatment. They are usually explicit and 
clear; except for seme omissions, which ought 
in a future edition to be supplied, this part is 
very satisfactory. 


This analysis sufficiently sets forth the 
scope of the work, and justifies us in saying 
that it is without exception the book of its 
class most deserving of commendation by 
physicians, and at the same time, from its 
entertaining style, and the absence of technical 
words, most likely to be perused with interest 
by unscientific readers. The open and clear 
print, numerous and well-executed illustra 
tions, and the excellent paper used will also 
contribute not a little to its popularity. 


2 
> 





In the Charity Hospital, Berlin, they are 
using with success 1n small-pox, the substance 
called hylol, a substance of the benzole series. 
Ten to 15 drops every 2 or 3 hours in water 
or capsules, is the dose. 
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PRACTICES AFFECTING POPULATION 

Within the last few weeks we have received 
three articles upon separate topics, but closely 
related in their effect upon population, and 
hence meriting a more extended public notice 
than one merely professional. For, as we have 
often pointed out in these pages, taat depart- 
ment of our science known as “State Medi- 
cine ” profoundly interests the statesman, the 
patriot and the philanthropist. 

The three articles we refer to are a lecture by 
Dr. WILLIAM GOODELL, on ‘‘ The Avoidance 
of Offspring;” an essay, by Dr. ELy VAN 
DE WARKER, on ‘ Criminal Abortion ;’’ and 
one, by Dr. A. JACOBI, on “ Infant Mortality 
in Public Lustitutions.” 

The position taken by the first of these 
writers is that there are no harmless means 
for preventing conception, that every expedi- 
ent suggested, even that of total abstinence 
from intercourse, will damage either health or 
morals, or both; and that recommendations 
of every such course on the grounds of pru- 
dence, or poverty, or over-population, or ex- 
cessive child-bearing, are suspicious and con- 
demnable. The following extract will show 
his views. The lecture appeared in the Medi- 
eal Times of this city : 

“ The husband suffers mentally, because no 
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man can behave in so unmanly a way without 
a keen sense of self-abasement, without being 
stung by the chastisement of remorse. Dis- 
honor the body, the temple of the soul, and 
you dishonor the soul. Again, by this cow- 
ardly recoil, his enjoyment in the act is so 
blunted that he is tempted to seek elsewhere 
for those pleasures which are denied him at 
home. Farther, he suffers physically, because, 
although he passes through the crisis of the 
sexual act and completes it in that sense, yet, 
owing to his withdrawal from the person of 
his wife just before the moment of ejaculation, 
this acme of the orgasm, by the lack of the 
normal and necessary adjuvant—viz., the 
rugous and constringing vagina—is not suffi- 
ciently prolonged to wholly empty the vasa 
deferentia. Enough of the semen remains be- 
hind to tease his organs and to kindle in him 
desires too imporiunate to tolerate any great 
self-control. He is thus goaded on to such 
sexual excesses as no brain nor brawn can 
long support; for a constant drain on the life- 
giving fluid implies a constant expenditure of 
nerve-force. Early exhaustion and premature 
decrepitude will inevitably ensue if this prac- 
tice of “ conjugal onanism’’ is persisted in. 
Nor is this name a misnomer ; for there is no 
essential difference between this habit and 
that of masturbation. oth injure in precisely 
the same way, and for precisely the same 
reasons. It does, indeed, seem to be the law 
of Nature that man must suffer the punish- 
ment of the onanist if he parts with the “ seed 
of another life ” in any other way than in that 
by which it tends to become fruitful. 

“The wife suffers the most, because she both 
sins and is sinned against. She sins, because 
she shirks those responsibilities for which she 
was created. She is sinned against because 
she is.defrauded of her rights. Lawful con- 
gress completely performed so far satisfies an 
imperious instinct, that attendant local con- 
gestions are at once relieved, and to great 
nervous excitement succeeds a calm repose of 
body and mind. On the other hand, conjugal 
onanism provokes in her desires which keenly 
solicit that very gratification which is denied 
by the nature of the act. The excessive 
stimulation of the whole reproductive appa- 
ratus remain unappeased. A nervous super- 
excitation continues, which keep up, as in our 
patient, a sexual excitement and a hyperes- 
thesia of the parts. By forf.iting her conju- 
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gal rights, she does not reach that timely con- 
juncture which loosens the tensions of the 
coarctive muscles of her erectile tissues. 
Hence the congestive orgasm of the vagina, 
uterus, fallopian tubes, and of the ovaries, 
does not at once pass away, but persists for 
seme time—perhaps is not wholly effaced be- 
fore another incomplete coition brings a fresh 
mstaliment. Thus arise engorgements, ero- 
sions, and displacements of the uterus, and 
inflammation of its appendages, accompanied, 
of course, by all those protean mental and 
physical manifestations « hich I have so often 
pointed out to you. She takes dist rted views 
of life and of the marriage relation and har- 
bors resentment against her husband as the 
author of all her ills.” 


The prevalence of the habit of limiting fami- 
lies justifies, in Dr. GOODELL’s opinion, an 
energetic warning of the ill consequences he 
believes always result. His views are shared 
by the Gynecological Society of Boston, which 
body lately expressed similar sentiments. 
They are controverted as questions of fact by 
CHARLES DRyYsDALE,cf London, and to a 
certain extent by Professor MATTHEWS DuN- 
CAN, of Edinburgh. One point should be clearly 
recognized by these various disputants, and 
that is, that to the physician, salus populi 
suprema lex, and that no scientific man is 
authorized or justified in condemning a prac- 
tice from a scientific point of view, because he 
considers it objectionable morally. Any such 
procedure is illogical in the extreme, as it 
transfers by a jump, as it were, the discussion 
from the realm of facts to that of ideas. 


Dr. VAN DE W ARKER’S essay on the detec- 
tion of criminal abortion presents the frequen- 
cy and physical bad effects of that violation 
of nature in strong light, and contains much 
needed information. He has found that in- 
strumental means are far less frequently re- 
sorted to for this purpose than drugs. Almost 
every drug store, he asserts, has some prepa- 
ration which it prescribes “‘ across the coun- 
ter” to the women who apply for something 
to rid them of their unborn children. 


Hundreds of gross of pills are sold in Alba- 
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ny, Troy, and doubiless most other cities, 
every year for this avowed purpose. Even 
country store-keepers keep on hand con- 
pourds for this purpose as part of their regu. 
lar stock. ‘To be sure, there is a law in New 
York against selling drugs for this purpose, 
but it is the interest of everybody concerned 
to disregard that statute, and consequently it 
is a dead letter. 

Yet the liability of abortion, induced medi- 
cally, to terminate fatally, is largely in excess 
of that brought about by instrumental means, 
Much, however, would seem to depend on the 
drugs used. Probably the most popular of 
these abortifacient drugs are aloes, rue, and 
cotton root. The sales of the latter have 
quadrupled within the last five years, and, so 
far as we knew, it has no other use than that 
of causing premature birth, for its so-called 
“emmenagogue” action amounts to nothing 
else. 

Dr. Jacosi’s address brings before us in 
vivid colors the terrible mortality that pre- 
vails in large public institutions for the care 
of infants. He takes as an example the 
‘‘Nursery and Child’s Hospital’’ of New York 
city, a very carefully managed institution, in 
which the infants are fed half on breast milk, 
half on well-selected artificial food. Most of 
the children admitted were several months 
old, and all were healthy when admitted. 
What are the results? We give them in his 
words: 

“Statistics prove that the mortality of the 
infants born alive, from the date of birth to 
the fifth month. is larger than that of infants 
between that age and two years. Of three 
infants who die before the the termination of 
their first year, two are less than five months 
old, and one is between five and twelve ; and, 
of thirty-one who die before the end of their 
second year, twenty-six have not reached the 
end of the first, and but five die between their 
first and second year. Thus, of the above 
50 per cent., eight would belong to the second 
year, forty-two to the first. They were ad- 
mitted at a time of life when mortality is but 
half of what it is in the first months. Thus it 
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appears that the mortality of the Nursery, if 
all of the admitted infants were new-born in- 


stead of being four to five months old, would. 


be so appalling that Iam glad I am not re- 
quired to state its exact figures. The worst 
figures of the European foundling-hells of 
former centuries are not more fearful than 
ours, and, although being an officer of that in- 
stitution myself, and believing that I and all 
the rest of us have conscientiously tried to do 
our duty, I cannot but testify and bow down 
to the truth, that, in spite ofall the efforts of 
the medical staff, and the painstakings of kind- 
hearted ladies, the probability of the lives of 
children intrusted to a public institution is 
very slim indeed. The younger the children, 
and the larger the institution, the surer is 
death. Every story added to an edifice which 
is meant to be a temple of love is an ad- 
ditional heeatomb of the innocents. Modern 
civilization, planning for the best, but mis- 
taken about the means, has succeeded in out- 
Heroding Herod.” 

These figures are indeed startling, and justify 
his conclusion that large institutions designed 
for raising young infants should be done away 
with. 

Instead of placing them in such establish- 
ments, his proposition is to board them with 
families in the country, as is often done in 
Europe. This, indeed, offers them practically 
their only chance of life. 

In these sad phases of our modern civiliza- 
tion we recogrize gigantic evils which it is the 
peculiar duty of the physician tocombat. We 
cannot calculate the damage they are doing, 
not merely by reducing the sum total of our 
national strength, for we estimate this us the 
least of their attendant evils, but by destroy- 
ing the inc'tements to virtue, by altering the 
purpose of marriage and the relations of the 
sexes, by familiarizing the mind with base 
purposes, and by sapping individual health. 
None of these things can occur without spread- 
ing disease, debility and premature death. 

Without unreservedly accepting the opin 
ions of either of the writers we have quoted, 
the almost simultaneous discussions by acute 
observers in different fields of topics so closely 


allied is a remarkable—we may even saya 
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portentous and ominous—coincidence, which 
must strike the attention of all. Unfortunately, 
except the last mentioned, in none of them do 
we find practical suggestions for diminishing 
the evils described. It is clear enough that 
addressing exclusively professional audiences 
will not do it. 


y~ 
> 





Notes and Comments. 


Alumni Association of the Jefferson Medical 
College. 


PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 17, 1872. 
Eps. MED. AND SurG. REPORTER: 

Dear Sirg: Will you please insert the fol- 
lowing notice in your next issue : 

“The Alumni Association of the Jefferson 
Medical College proposes to hold a social re- 
union during the meeting of the American 
Medical Association in Philadelphia in May 
next. The alumni of the college are cordially 
invited to atterid. Those who expect to be 
present are requested to send their names and 
addresses to either of the secretaries: J. Ew- 
1nG Mears, M. D., 222 8. 16th street; R. J. 
DuNGLISON, M. D., 636 N. 18th street. 

“Yours respectfully, 
“J. Ewine Mears.” 


A“Tniversity” Diploma at a Disccunt in 
England. 


The medical diplomas issued for a consider- 
ation by certain so-called medical universities 
of this State, to foreigners and persons not qual- 
ified, do not appear to be thought very highly 
of in England, where a druggist was recently 
fined a hundred dollars vy a magistrate for 
falsely assuming the title of M. D., although 
he bad one of these diplomas in his pocket. 
The charge against him was that he had sent 
out bills for professional attendance with the 
letters M. D. attached to his name, and had 
the same title printed underneath his name on 
a lamp in front of his door. For the defense 
it was shown that he had received a diploma 
of “The Medical University of Pennsylva- 
nia,” (Philadelphia ?) and it was contended by 
his counsel that even if the college had no 
power to grant the diploma. yet if the defend- 
ant believed it had, the charge must fall to the 
ground. The magistrate took a different view 
of the matter, however, and fined him the sum 
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of twenty pounds and costs. Itis tobe hoped 
the State Senate Committee appointed last 
week for the purpose of examining into the 
facts connected with the alleged traffic in 
these diplomas, will sift the subject to the 
bottom, and that if necessary the Legislature 
will revoke the charters of such institutions as 
are proved to be thus bringing the good name 
of the Commonwealth into contempt and dis- 
repute. 


2 
> 





News AND MIscCELLANY. 


Medical Society of Alleghany County, Pa. 


The Alleghany County (Pa.) Medical Asso- 
ciation held an election for officers and dele- 
gates, for the present year, with the following 
result: President, Geo. D. Bruce; Vice Pre- 
sident, Thomas Mahon ; Recording Secretary, 
W.H.Da'v; Assistant Recording Secretary, 
W.H. McKelvey ; Corresponding Secretary, 
Thos. J. Gallaher; Treasurer, N. McDonald ; 
Censor, J. C. Maginni: Medical Examiners, 
B.C. Wilion, A. M. Pollock, T. W. Shaw; 
Delegates to American Medical Association, 
James King, Gallaher, Pollock, Foster, Wood, 
Daly, McDonald, Asdale, Snodgrass, Husel- 
ton ; Delegates to State Medical Society, Jas. 
King, Daly, Walker, Wood, Pollock, Bruce, 
Coffey, Knox, Simpson, Foster, McClean, 
Jones, Sarver, Magee, Reiter, Legge, Leasure, 
Smith, Thomas, Mowry. 


List of Medical Patents issued from the U. 
S. Patent Office to American inventors, for 
the week ending January 30th, 1872, and each 
bearing that date. Furnished this paper by 
Cox A am Solicitors of Patents, Washing- 
ton, lo Wes 


Bey x Compound or Salve, Theodore Kuhn, Green- 
ville, N. J. 

Compound Salve for Cure of Cancer, H. J. Rendall, 
Jarratts’ Depot, Va. 

Ladies’ Acvouching Garment, H. R. Easterling, Ben- 
nettsville, s. C. 

Artificial Teeth, C. H. Mack, Portland, Oregon. 
rae Irrigator, M. Matt:on, New York 

ty. 

January 23d, 1872.—Galvanic Truss, M. Schuppert, New 
Orleans, La. 

Medical Compound, R. L. Tarner, Columbia, Texas. 


A Natura! Bone-setter. 


A certain Frau Regina del Cin, from a small 
village near Trieste on the Adriatic, has been 
creating no little stir in Venice, Trieste and 
Vienva, during the last vear, by her opera- 
tions on old luxations, stiff joints, etc. She is 
about fifty years of age, small, black-eyed, ac- 
tive and muscular. An opportunity was giver 
her at Trieste in the General Hospital, with, 
it was alleged in the Vienna medical papers 
(especially the Medicinische Wochenschrift), 
extraordinary results. This wititer she is in 
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Vienna, but the reports as to her success jn 
the hospitals are contradictory. Certain itis, 
however, that she is “ coining money”’ from 
the general populace, with whom she is g 
great favorite, and who flock to her rooms for 
treatment in crowds. 


Sudden Death of a Physician. 


January 27th, Dr. Arihur J. Macwhinney, 
M. D., 1510 Vine street, died very suddenly, 
aged 53 years. Deceased was out late on 
Wednesday evening attending to his patients, 
and retired to rest about ten o’clock. About 
one o’clock in the morning his wife no. 
ticed her husband breathing strangely, and 
called some of the servants, but the deceased 
expired in a few minutes. The coroner held 
an inquest, when a verdict of death from 
apoplexy was returned. 


—A French savant, in a paper “ On the 
alteration of Well Water by proximity of 
Burial Grounds,”’ asserts that a distance of 150 
yards is insufficient to protect water from con- 
tamination with organic matter from ceme- 
teries. 


a 
——— 





MARRIAGES, 


HoLLtowayY—CHATHAM.—Feb. 6th, in Flemington, Pa., 
by Kev. H. C. Holloway, assisted by Rev. M. P. Croth- 
wait, Dr. L. M. Holloway, ot Jacksonville, Pa., and Miss 
Annie M. Chatham. 

Horxins—Monroe.—At Baltimore, Feb. 7th, at the 
residence of the bride’s father, by Rev. Dr. Leeds, Frank 
Neville; Hopkins of Baltimore, and Frances A., only 
daughter of Dr. N. P. Monroe, formerly of Be!fast, Maine. 

MEEFSER—BURBOUGHS.—On the 10th inst., in Titus» 
ville, N. J., By the Rev. John 8S. Gilmor, + r. George F. 
Meeser to Sallie E., daughter of John Wesley Burroughs, 
Esq. 

SINKLER—Brock.—On Saturday, February 10, at St. 
Clement’s Church, by the Rev. Wm. Herbert Norris, Dr. 
Wharton Sinklerand Ella, daughter of John Penn Brock, 


sq. 

aren —inmen.—Des. 2, in the Protestant Church in 
Munich, Bavaria, by the pastor, Dr. Normand Smith, of 
this city, and Miss Klena Imhot. 


DEATHS. 
GrIFFITHS.—In this city, on the 14th inst., of disease of 


the jungs, J. Steinmetz Griffiths, youngest son of Dr. C, 
M. and Mary R. Griffiths, 

HamILtT«N.—At Morristown, Belmont co., Ohio, on 
January 5th, 1872, Robert Hamilton, M. D., in the 69th 
year of his age. 

Jounson.—in New York city, on the 4th inst., suddenly, 
Woolsey, infant son of Catharine R. and Dr. Woolsey 
Johnson, aged 3 monbts. 

LreE.—At his residence in Peekskill, N. Y., February 14, 
1872, Charles A. Lee, M. D., inthe 72d year of his age. 

LeonarD.—At his residence in Lansingburg, N. Y. 
Tw | 9th, after an illnes- ot a few hours, F. B. Leon- 
ard M. D , in the 68th year of his age. 

McItwain.—In this city, on the 16th inst., of dropsy of 
the heart, KR. Emmett Mcllwain, M. D., son of J. K. Mc- 
Iiwain, aged 24 years and 8 months. 

SPEzaR.—In Westfield, N.J., February 9th, in the 79th 
year offhis age, Henry F. Spear, M. D. 

Swirt.—Suddenly, at Nyack, N. Y., Dr. George B. 
Swift, in the 66th year of his age. 

UnpERwoop.—At Wapakoneta, O., January, 29th, Dr. 
John W. Underwood. im his 48h —— 

WADDINGTON.—Suddenly, on the 8th inst., at Salem, N- 
J., Lizzie W., wife of Dr. B. A. Waddington, in the 
year of her age. 





